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Elder  L.  M.  Nebeker. 

"A  sacrert  liurdeu  in  this  life  ye  bear, 
Looli  on  it,   lift  it,   bear  it  solemnly. 
Stand   ni)   and   walk   beneath  it   steadfastly. 
Fail   not  for  sorrow,    falter  not  for  sin, 
But  onward,   upward,   till  the  j,'onl  ye  win.  ' 
— Frances    Auue    Kenible. 

What  •  a  choice  blessing  and  much  to 
bo  desirej,  is  the  glorious  privilege  of 
being  born  of  goodly  parentage.  This  is 
a  divine  gift,  a  heavenly  treasure!  To 
be  nurtured  in  the  admonition  of  the 
Lord,  and  instructed  in  the  perfect  way 
of  righteousness,  while  yet  life's  sun  is 
dawning,  is  a  boon  priceless,  invaluable, 
and  of  everlasting  worth.  Under  such 
beneficial  conditions,  did  our  brother, 
whose  firm  and  pleasant  features  are  de- 
lineated on  the  fair  page  of  this  week's 
Star,  make  his  advent  upon  this  teria 
firiua. 

He  comes  of  the  good  old  pioneer  stock 
whose  industry  and  energy  have  re- 
deemed the  wilderness  and  converted  the 
barren  desert  into  a  fruitful  field.  Tlie 
favored  spot  where  he  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  on  this  mundane  sphere  in  a  cor- 
poreal existence,  is  that  peaceful  little 
hamlet  in  Sevier  county,  Utah,  known 
as  Annabella,  and  the  date  of  his  inau- 
guration as  a  mortal  being  was  May  21. 
1S79. 

It  was  only  two  days  after  his  birth 
that  his  beloved  father  was  summoned 
beyond  the  grave,  leaving  the  faithful 
mother  a  sorrowing  widow.  The  sweet 
balm  of  the  Holy  Spirit  had  scarcely 
soothed  the  troubled  soul,  when  the  good 
mother  was  again  called  to  mourn;  this 
time  it  was  her  oldest  boy,  whom  the 
Lord  had  taken  from  her  side  to  join 
his  father  in  a  Paradise  of  bliss. 

The  father  having  been  dead  some  fif- 
teen months,  his  mother  was  united  in 
the  bonds  of  matrimony  with  f)ne.  Wil- 
liam N.  Spofford,  who  proved  a  veritable 
father  unto  our  brother,  teaching  him  by 
example  and  precejjt  to  be  honest,  indus- 
trious, upright  and  obedient,  which 
gained  for  him  the  everlasting  esteem  and 
respect  of  his  stepson.  Elder  Nebeker 
was  known  among  his  playmates  as  an 
honest  boy,  truthful,  and  obedient,  and 
during  his  boyhood  days  upon  the  farm, 
he  struggled  hard  to  assist  in  maintain- 
ing a  livelihood. 

His  has  been  a  varied  experience  for 
one  so  young  in  years.  Timbering,  rail- 
roading, fanning  and  mining,  all  coniiiis' 
within  the  range  of  his  exnfMcircf;'i  'Alf- 
ter  attending  the<i|)fiifiaK>l  !*«l!it»oliiiHJ'Hiichi 
field,  Utah,  for  some  months,  he  entered 


the  Brigham  Young  Academy  at  Prov», 
Utah,  and  here  he  engagetl  his  time  ami 
talents  in  a  twenty  weeks'  Y.  M.  M.  1. 
A.  course,  which,  in  a  measure,  prepared 
him  to  begin  work  in  a  higher  and  more 
difficult  class,  even  that  of  the  mission- 
ary field. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1809,  Elder 
Nebelier  reported  at  Salt  Lake  City  as 
being  ready  for  the  mission  appointed 
him  of  the  Lord,  and  on  the  following 
tlay  he  boarded  the  train  for  the  South- 
ern States,  in  company  with  other  El- 
ders. The  Chattanooga  Conference  was, 
at  that  time,  l)eing  organized,  and  mu- 
brother  was  called  to  labor  therein.  For 
five  months  he  remained  in  the  Chatta- 
nooga  Conference,   being  diligent  in   his 


and  his  work  in  the  missionary  grades 
is  of  the  best  type,  at  once  winning  for 
him  the  love,  confidence,  respect  and  high 
esteem  of  his  brethren.  Elders  Ralph 
Cutler  and  Beuham  Huusaker  are  liis 
noble  aids  in  the  conference,  together 
with  a  corps  of  valiant  "Sons  of  Zion," 
of  whom  much  is  expected,  and  from 
whom,  we  firmly  believe,  much  will  be 
received. 


ELDER    L.    M.    NI-IBEKER, 
President  of  the  South  Ohio  Conference. 


labors    and    energetic    in    spreading    the 
good  word  of  salvation. 

When  Ohio  was  transferred  from  the 
Northern  States  Mission  and  made  ;i 
part  of  our  Southern  Mission  here.  Elder 
Neberker  was  called  to  operate  in  that 
state.  President  J.  W.  Funk  chose  him 
as  a  counselor,  and  upon  his  release, 
when  Elder  Maycock  took  charge.  Broth- 
er Nebeker  was  retained  in  the  efli'dWlie 
]jp1,j iinir<lr;     In//     oil      I 

When'  tW^U('«4f^lHt(^-''s(rtis  ■(iiviliiSl'^  iifi 
"Aipill. •-liJmtJ^»N|i1:»*fi'T%-asf'c*«s(l«''f 0  'iiri-'-' 
isirte  'iiv^M"'i<Al1\W'iis  l'Hti\\"1ll-!^;y/in'tl'",'^«  'tin' 
'ycjutlf  lOMo^OWnfeiitfeltili'tt,  i'Hli"H,as''t)l'hye.1 
himself  energetic  in  all  the  scenes  of  life. 


History  ot  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

((Jontin\ied   from   Page  272.) 

.Tune,  ISOS— On  the  IGth  inst.  Presi- 
dent Kimball  received  a  letter  from  thi' 
First  Presidency  at  Salt  Lake  City,  stat- 
ing that  he  had  been  honorably  released 
from  his  labors  as  presiding  Elder  of  the 
Southern  States  Mission,  and  Elder  Ben 
K.  Rich  had  been  chosen  to  succeed  him. 
President  Rich  arrived  in  Chattanooga 
on  the  19th  inst. 

.Tune  21st,  the  following  named  Elders 
arrived  from  the  West,  and  two  days 
later  were  assigned  to  their  various 
fields  of  labor:  J.  Urban  AUred,  Wm. 
T.  Davis,  Jeremiah  Stokes,  Jr.,  George 
R.  Harris,  ,To.seph  H.  Woolsey,  Daniel 
.T.  Sparks,  Joseph  H.  Lines,  Thos.  Pres- 
ton, Thos.  E.  Norton,  Woodard  W- 
(.Jrockett,  Alva  Stewart,  Zeno  M.  John- 
son, C.  Warren  Petersen,  Geo.  W.  Fuller, 
Ijanglev  A.  Moore,  He.ber  C.  Petty,  Lew- 
is P.  Warren,  Wm.  P.  Murry,  M.  H. 
Archibald,  Albert  Young.  James  Weav- 
er, Wm.  F.  Tate,  Stanley  A.  Hanks, 
Wm.  H.  Boyle,  Hugh  Dana,  Peter  .lohn- 
son.  Robert  Davidson,  Samuel  D.  Fuller, 
,Iohn  S.  Allen. 

I<\dlowing  is  the  semi-annual  report  of 
the  Mission,  for  the  six  months  ending 
June  30.  1898: 

There  were  fourteen  conferences,  but 
the  Georgia  Conference  was  not  organ- 
ized until  March  12th,  1898.  Miles 
walked.  329,384.  Families  visited,  170,- 
r)2">.  Families  revisited,  C9,284.  Reject- 
ed Testimonies,  10,470.  Refused  enter- 
tainment, 9,383.  Tracts  distributed, 
204.421.  Dodgers  distributed,  107,912. 
T?ooks  .sold,  13,450.  Books  given  away, 
."i,138.  Books  loaned.  4,270.  Meetings 
held,  .38,032.  Gospel  conversations,  169,- 
981.  Gospel  letters  writtc!V.;8,MS1i;'mil- 
(Iren  blessed,  0201"  BSttisiflH/'TOT.''' Sun- 
.  <U,%-'  .<*?M(Msl't*fA'%^.^?#'''Bt-aiWtl{'*''or- 
iiR'tilSi'MV'''  ■I"'*  (T'niriin  odilo  noitnoiTtni; 


I  "  .t«t}<li5S9§C-€(hTthgif?stt'ln'it'"P'i'eSffi\-nt 
Rich' took    charge    of   the   mission.      On 
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the  2d  inst.  the  following  letter  was  sent 
each  Oonfei'cuce  1 'resident,  with  instruc- 
tions to  scJid  a  copy  to  eiicli  Elder  lalior- 
intf   ill   his   conference: 

Chattanooga,   Tenn.,  .Inly   2,   18'.)8. 

To    the    Elders    of    the    Soiitliern    States 

Mission: 

Dear  Krethrcn: — In  asstiMUng  the  pres- 
idency of  this,  the  Southern  States  Mis- 
sion, I  feel  iniprcjised  to  scud  you  a  fc« 
words.  President  Kimball  having  been 
released  from  a  four  years'  mission, 
trausfored  the  business  of  the  office,  to 
me  yesterday  and  started  on  his  return 
homeward.  1  fully  realize  that  in  ordci 
for  my  mission  to  be  successful,  I  must 
have  the  spirit  of  my  calling,  the  help 
of  God,  and  tlie  love,  confidence,  faith 
and  prayers  of  all  the  Elders  who  are 
laboring  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard. If  1  have  the  spirit  of  God  it  will 
be  made  manifest  iu  my  dealings  with 
the  humble  Elders,  who  are  laboring  un- 
der my  direction;  the  spirit  of  humanity, 
of  meekness,  of  charity,  of  love,  and 
mercy,  are  all  some  of  the  attributes  of 
Christ;  we  are  all  His  servants  and  have 
been  commanded  to  follow  Him  and  care- 
fully study  the  glorious  example  He  has 
set  for  us.  To  be  embassadors  of  Christ, 
is  a  mighty  calling  and  carries  with  it 
a  great  responsibility.  In  order  for  us  to 
fully  magnify  our  calling  we  must  be 
clothed  with  the  spirit  of  God;  we  must 
follow  our  Master's  teachings;  we  must 
banish  from  our  hearts  all  enmity  against 
those  who  at  times  despitefully  use  ns. 
We  are  commanded  to  love  those  who 
injure  ns.  Remember,  brethren,  that  a 
kind  word  will  often  turn  away  wrath, 
and  therefore  I  pray  you  to  scatter  seeds 
of  kindness  wherever  you  go,  among 
friends  or  enemies.  God  has  said  He 
will  forgive  whom  He  will  forgive,  but 
has  commanded  us  to  forgive  all  men. 
When  you  see  an  individual  engaged  in 
persecuting  the  Saints,  pray  for  that 
man.  Perhaps  his  eyes  may  yet  be 
opened  to  the  truth,  remember  the  glori- 
ous lesson  taught  us  by  glancing  at  the 
history  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  who  was 
once  a  persecutor  of  the  Saints,  but  he 
eventually  had  his  eyes  opened  and  be- 
came valiant  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  Do 
not  forget  that  false  reports  have  been 
circulated  against  us  everywhere;  this 
seems  to  have  been  the  heritage  of  the 
Former-day  Saints,  and  also  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  How  nec- 
essary, then,  that  our  words,  onr  acts, 
and  even  our  thoughts  should  bear  tes- 
timony unto  all  men  that  we  are  falsely 
accused.  You  have  Ijeen  sent  with  au- 
thority to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
and  to  speak  in  His  name,  then  be  dill- 
gent  in  crying.  "Repent  ye.  for  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  is  at  hand."  Do  not  be 
anxious  to  engage  in  the  work  of  tear- 
ing down  the  churches,  but  rather  de- 
vote yourselves  to  explaining  the  Gospel 
in  plainness  and  simplicity;  point  to  the 
beauties  of  the  principles  and  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  organization,  when  you  have 
done  this  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  honest  in  heart  will  see  before 
them  a  vision  of  such  a  heavenly  temple 
that  they  will  admit  in  their  hearts  it  is 
a  better  house  than  the  one  in  which 
they  now  dwell;  and  then  mankind  will 
be  more  willing  to  come  into  that  build- 
ing and  take  up  their  abode,  than  they 
wonld  if  yon  were  to  use  your  talents  in 
tearing  their  present  religious  house  to 
pieces.  You  can  afford  to  be  patient  be- 
cause you  are  the  followers  of  a  Master 
who  was  the  very  embodiment  of  p:\- 
tienoe,  and  you  can  afford  to  be  brave, 
because  you  are  clothed  with  the  power 
of  God  and  His  Holy  Priesthood.  Do 
not  foolishly  seek  persecution,  try  to 
avoid  trouble  at  all  times,  but  slionld 
this  be  impossible,  then  let  it  come,  and 
meet  it  as  humble,  charitable  and  brave 
men  of  God  should. 

Remember  the  first  Sunday  in  each 
month,  which  is  a  day  set  apart  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Church  for  fasting  and 
prayer;  observe  it,  brethren,  and  you  will 
be  blessed  of  the  liOrd;  it  will  give  you 
strength  with  Him;  you  will  enjoy  the 
sweet  influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  and 
the  power  of  His  Holy   Priesthood  will  I 


be  with  you;  should  you  desire  to  fast 
and  iiray  at  other  tim<'s,  do  .so  and  you 
will    be   blessed   and   strengthened. 

I  have  felt  impressed  to  call  to  my  as- 
sistance as  counselors  in  this  work  lOlder 
N.  1'.  Nelson,  who  until  recently  pre- 
sided over,  the  Middle  Tennessee  Con- 
ference, and  lOlder  L.  K.  Andersen,  who 
is  at  iireseut  laboring  in  the  Held.  I  feci 
that  these  brethren  are  tilled  with  the 
spirit  of  their  calling  an<l  will  be  a 
blessing  to  the  lOlders  and  Saints  of  our 
mission.  When  you  meet  them  give  heed 
unto  their  counsel,  follow  them  because 
they  are  the  se.i'vants  of  (;(jd,  and  a  part 
of  the  presidency  of  this  mi.ssion.  The 
appointments  have  been  sent  out  to  all 
the  Conference  Presidents,  giving  date.i 
for  holding  our  conferences,  and  we  hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  meet  you  face  to  face, 
shake  you  by  tlie  hand  and  bless  you. 
Yon  have  our  faith  and  prayers,  we  ask 
for  yours.  Store  \ip  your  minds  with 
useful  knowledge,  and  when  you  under- 
take to  speiik  to  the  people,  place  your- 
selves under  the  direction  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  be  led  by  its  influences  and  fol- 
low its  whisperings.  May  God  bless  you 
in  your  labors;  may  you  have  health,  and 
may  you  find  friends,  but  above  all,  may 
you  liave  the  spirit  of  your  mission  and 
make  God   your   friend. 

Your  brother  and  fellow  servant, 

Ben  E.   Rich. 

Neil  D.  Forsyth  arrived  from  the  West 
on  the  7th  inst.  and  was  assigned  to  la- 
bor in  the  Middle  Tennessee  Conference. 
(To  be  Continued.) 


GOD'S  GREATEST  GIFT. 


BY  ELDER  DAVID  H.   ELTON. 
(Continued  from  Page  267.) 

REPENTANCE— In  our  investigation 
of  the  subject — God's  Greatest  Gift — 
thus  far  we  have  adduced  our  evidences 
from  the  revelations  He  has  given  us,  as 
contained  within  the  sacred  lids  of  the 
Holy  Bible.  In  our  previous  issue  we 
defined  Faith,  as  the  first  stepping  stone 
to  glory  and  exaltation.  Faith,  once 
fully  established  (not  necessarily  perfect) 
in  the  mind  of  the  individual  seeking  to 
plei\se  God  and  gain  His  smiles  and  ap- 
probations, there  dawns  this  realization, 
"I  am  a  sinner,"  and  cou.sequeutly  a  de- 
sire to  be  reconciled  to  that  God  from 
whom  you  were  alienated  by  reason  of 
the  Fall.  We  shall  need  to  exercise  our 
faith  in  God  all  along  the  line,  and  as 
we  pass  from  one  principle  to  another, 
in  pursuit  of  truth,  we  shall  find  that  our 
faith  is  necessary,  beneficial  and  helpful. 
We  can  make  no  progression,  no  advance- 
ment in  this  life  without  the  operation 
and  application  of  faith;  therefore,  as 
the  field  broadens  l>efore  us,  and  our 
stud.v  deepens,  so  will  our  faith  increase 
and  our  assurance  ripen. 

Having  said  so  much  in  regard  to  the 
exercise  and  needful  companionship  ot 
faith,  we  will  now  endeavor  to  define 
the  second  principle  of  the  Gospel — Re- 
pentance— and  discover  perchance  its  es- 
sexitiality  and  vital  importance  as  a 
means  of  salvation.  Repentance  means 
a  sincere  desire  in  the  heart  of  man  to 
be  forgiven  of  past  sins  and  offenses, 
with  a  righteous  ambition  to  overcome 
evil  with  good  and  sin  no  more.  The. 
tndy  repentent  individual  will  be  found 
forsaking  sin,  walking  uprightly  before 
the  Lord,  and  manifesting  a  Godly  sor- 
row for  transgressions  committed.  Hear 
what  the  prophet  Isaiah  says:  "Seek 
ye  the  Ijord  while  He.  may  be  found; 
call  ye  upon  Him  while  He  is  near.  Let 
the  wicked  forsake  his  way  and  the  un- 
righteous man  his  thoughts:  and  let  him 
return  unto  the  Lord,  and  He  will  have 
mercy  upon  him;  and  to  our  God.  for 
He  will  abundantly  pardon."  (Isai.ih 
.5.5:0-7).  This,  then,  involves  a  forsaking 
of  evil  ways,  which  constitutes  a  true, 
genuine,  unaffected  repentance;  or  as  an- 
other  ancient   prophet   has   said :      "Cast 


away  from  you  all  your  transgressions, 
whereby  ye  have  transgressed."  (Ezek. 
18:;!l).  To  do  this  we  need  the  help  ot 
our  i''ather  in  In-aveu,  the  assistance  of 
that  spirit  which  strives  with  man  to 
lead  him  aright,  and  the  co-operation  of 
that  Light  "which  lighteth  every  nutu 
that  Cometh  into  the  world."     (.lohn  1  :"J). 

True  repentance  humbles  the  heart; 
and,  coupled  with  the  faith  already  ex- 
istent in  the  mind,  it  leads  one  to  draw 
nigh  unto  God,  to  call  ujton  iiim  who  Is 
mighty  to  save,  and  to  plead  before  His 
throne  for  .'iicrcy,  forgiveness  and  re- 
ilcmiition.  We  know  that  God  is  merci- 
ful, an<l  although  just  and  holy,  we  shall 
find  that  all  llis  commands  are  fash- 
ioned in  the  mouhl  of  Jlercy,  and  meted 
out  with  loving  kindness.  He  says:  "1 
have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  him 
that  dieth,  saith  the  Lord  God;  where- 
fore turn  yourselves  and  live  ye."  (Ezek. 
IHM'^).  In  pleading  with  ancient  Israel, 
(rod  continually  r<'nioustrated  with  them 
to  "turn  from  their  evil  ways."  "Return 
unto  me,  and  1  will  return  unto  you." 
(Mai.  3:7).  "Repent,  and  turn  your- 
selves from  all  your  tran.sgretssions;  bo 
iniquity  shall  not  be  your  ruin."  (Ezek. 
1.S:;1U).  "Come  now  and  let  us  reason 
together,  saith  the  Lord;  though  your 
sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white 
as  snow;  though  they  be  red  like  crim- 
son, they  shall  be  as  wool."  (Isa.  1:18). 
These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  ex- 
pressions of  mercy  and  love  which  the 
Ijord  gave  unto  His  erring  and  disobe- 
dient children;  but  notwithstanding  these 
divine  entreaties,  and  the  many  mani- 
festations of  His  power  they  had  wit- 
nessed, they  continued  to  rebel  against 
His  will  and  word,  l)ecame  stiffnecked, 
hard-hearted,  obdurate  and  obstinate,  re- 
jecting the  counsels  of  God  against 
themselves,  and  denying  His  tender  mer- 
cies and  all-wise,  loving  kindness.  They 
would  not  repent  as  the  Ijord  command- 
ed; they  refused  to  become  reconciled  to 
His  laws;  they  repudiated  the  ancient 
seers,  killed  many  of  the  holy  prophets, 
and  stoned  those  whom  the  Father  had 
sent  to  prune  His  vineyard. 

It  was  to  this  perverse  and  untoward 
generation,  when  the  time  was  fully 
come  spoken  by  the  prophets  of  old,  that 
Christ  came,  as  a  Redeemer  and  Savior. 
His  advent  was  preceded  by  the  procla- 
mation of  John  the  Baptist,  who  had 
made  the  wilderness  of  Judea  ring  with 
the  startling  declaration.  "Repent  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand."  Had  the 
.lews  have  given  heed  to  the  words  of 
this  forerunner  of  the  Messiah,  this  her- 
ald of  a  coining  kingdom  of  righteous- 
ness, this  harbinger  of  truth  and  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy,  they  would  have 
been  prepared  and  in  readiness  to  meet 
their  Captain  and  Prince.  Yes,  had  they 
straightway  given  heed  to  His  call  to  re- 
pentance, after  a  godly  manner,  bring- 
ing forth  "fruits  meet  for  repentance" 
(Mark  3:8),  then  would  they  have  wel- 
comed their  Savior,  received  their  Re- 
deemer, and  been  perfectly  willing  to  be- 
come obedient  subjects  unto  their  King 
the  Messiah. 

Evidently  many  of  them  had  the  con- 
riction  of  guilt,  of  sin.  and  of  trans- 
gression, but  they  failed  to  exercise  re- 
pentance toward  God,  and  therefore  the 
mere  presuasion  of  offense  against  God. 
was  not  sufficient,  it  was  not  enough, 
there  must  be  a  genuine  manifestation 
of  repentance,  a  departing  from  sin.  and 
a  cleaving  to  that  which  is  good.  This 
is  what  the  Lord  requires,  and  this  is 
what  the  Lord  accepts  and  holds  good, 
blessing  the  participant  therein  with  a 
free  pardon  of  past  offenses,  a  forgive- 
ness of  sins. 

Now  repentance,  kind  reader,  does  not 
mean  to  feel  sorry  for  wrong  doing,  and 
continue  in  the  evil  indulgence.  It 
moans  just  what  the  holy  men  of  God 
said  it  meant,  and  that  is.  to  forsake  sin. 
and  serve  God.  To  keep  His  commaml- 
ments.  obey  His  will,  and  live  up  to 
ever.v  woixl  that  proceedeth  forth  from 
His  month.  There  is  no  virtue  in  mourn- 
ing, weeping,  and  sobbing  because  .vou 
are  found  a  transgressor  and  your  con- 
science smites  you  as  a  sinner,  but  theri- 
is  virtue  and  forgiveness  in  forsaking  th,> 
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"downward  road,"  in  departing  from  the 
forbidden  patlis,  and  following  the 
straight  and  narrow  course  marked  out 
by  Jesus  our  Lord  and  Iving. 

Do  you  not  know  how  very  loving  the 
Loi-d  is  and  how  abundant  in  mercy,  and 
forgiving  kindness?  Ah,  yes!  One  can- 
not fail  to  see  the  love  of  God  and  His 
never-failing  mercy  when  we  read, 
"When  I  say  unto  the  wicked.  Thou 
shalt  surely  die;  if  he  turn  from  his  sin, 
and  do  that  which  is  lawful  and  right: 
if  the  wicked  restore  the  pledge,  give- 
again  that  he  had  robbed,  walk  in  the 
statutes  of  life,  without  committing  ini- 
quity: he  shall  surely  live,  he  shall  not 
die.  None,  of  his  sins  that  he  hath  com- 
mitted shall  be  mentioned  unto  him;  he 
hath  done  that  which  is  lawful  and  right: 
he  shall  surely  live."  (Ezekiel  33:14-16). 
"None  of  his  sins  that  he  hath  commit- 
ted shall  I:)e  mentioned  unto  him."  This 
is  the  divine  example  of  forgiveness  and 
pardon,  not  to  mention  any  more  the 
sins  forgiven,  but  to  forever  blot  them 
out  of  His  book  of  remembrance,  pro- 
vided we  observe  to  keep  His  holy  laws. 
Knowing  this,  then,  we  have  the  assur- 
ance that  if  we  will  repent  as  God  has 
commanded.  He  will  pardon  our  sins, 
and  mention  them  against  us  no  more. 
This  at  lea.st  should  lead  us  to  repent- 
ance, when  we  know  of  the  goodness 
of  God,  in  this  regard.  Well  might  the 
Apostle  Paul  exclaim,  "Despisest  thon 
the  riches  of  His  goodness  and  forbear- 
ance and  long  suffering;  not  knowing 
that  the  goodness  of  God  leadeth  thee 
to  repentance?"  Yes,  it  is  the  "goodness 
of  God"  which  leads  men  to  repentance, 
but  how  can  we  become  convinced  of 
the  goodness  of  God  save  we  exercise 
faith  in  Him,  trust  in  His  righteous 
promises,  and  become  acquainted  with 
His  everlasting  goodness.  When  we 
have  been  made  partakers  of  the  good- 
ness of  God  by  being  blessed  with  the 
gift  of  faith,  which  comes  from  Hira, 
then  are  we  in  a  proper  condition  to  be 
led  in  the  way  of  repentance,  and  every 
other  good  and  holy  work.  The  good- 
ness of  God.  then,  through  the  exercise 
of  Tfaith,  will  convince,  one  of  the  error 
of  his  ways,  and  l<;ad  him  unto  repent- 
ance. Before  he  can  repent,  it  must 
needs  be  that  he  is  convinced  of  sin.  and 
this  conviction  comes  by  reason  of  the 
Faith  which  operates  within. 

Thus  far  we  have,  dealt  with  the  Old 
Testament  scriptures,  but  we  shall  find 
that  the  burden  of  the  New  Testament 
writers  was  to  preach  Christ  and  Him 
crucified,  and  call  the  children  of  men 
to  Repentance  and  obedience.  When 
that  multitude  of  devout  ,Tews  assem- 
bled in  .Terusalem  at  the  Pentecost  feast, 
and  Peter  stood  up  to  defend  the  Gos- 
pel, we.  find  that  when  his  hearers  wen- 
convinced  of  the  divine  mission  of  .Tesu.s 
Christ,  they  cried  aloud.  "Men  and  breth- 
ren, what  shall  we  do?"  and  received 
in  answer  to  their  inriuiry  the  command, 
"Rerient  and  be  baptized."  etc.  (Acts 
2:37-38).  Again  the  same  anostle  gives 
us  to  understand  that  "the  Lord  is  not 
slack  concerning  His  promise,  as  some 
men  count  slackness;  but  is  long-suffer- 
ing to  usward.  not  willing  that  any 
should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come 
to  repcntniirr."      (II,  Peter  3:3). 

In  order  to  gain  salvation.  God's  great- 
est gift,  there  must  'le  a  real  sorrow  of 
heart  for  sin.  a  genuine,  true  repentance 
toward  God,  without  which  there  can  be 
no  deliverance.  Nothing  sliort  of  this 
will  be  productive  of  good.  "For  Godly 
sorrow  worketh  repentance  to  salvation 
not  to  be  repented  of,  but  the  sorrow  of 
the  world  worketh  death"  m.  Cor.  7:101. 
and  "Except  ye  renont.  ye  shall  all  like- 
wise perish."      (Luke  13:.S). 

We  should  repent  because  we  believe 
God  loves  us.  and  is  able  to  forgive  us 
our  sins  and  cleanse  us  from  all  unright- 
eousness. We  should  repent  because 
God  has  commanded  us  so  to  do;  not  so 
mucTi  from  the  fear  of  punishment  as 
for  the  hone  of  reward,  that  the  love  for 
virtue,  holiness  and  truth  may  be  upner- 
most  and  foremost  in  our  souls.  You 
remember  how.  that  when  Paul  went  to 
Athens  he  stood  on  Mar's  Hill  and  stern- 
ly reproved  the  superstitious  Athenians, 


telling  them  that  there  was  a  time  when 
God  winked  at  their  ignorance;  "but  now 
commandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  re- 
pent." (Acts  17:30).  Yes,  "all  men 
everywhere"  commanded  to  repent,  and 
that  decree  has  never  been  revoked,  yea, 
more,  it  never  will  be!  None  are  to  be 
excused,  but  all  are  to  repent ! 

You  have  the  Holy  Bible  at  your  elbow, 
pointing  out  the  many  evils  you  shoulil 
repent  of,  and  therefore  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  me  in  this  article  to  describe 
every  particular  evil.  What  is  your  of- 
fense before  God;  wherein  do  you  err 
from  the  Holy  command,  and  stray  from 
the  beaten  path  which  lies  in  a  straight 
course  before  you,  and  leads  to  Eternal 
Life?  Are  you  guilty  of  defrauding  your 
neighbor  or  employer;  of  speaking  evil 
of  things  you  understand  not ;  of  slander- 
ing, reviling  and  abusing  those  whose 
religious  convictions  differ  from  your 
own:  of  indulging  in  tradition  and  error, 
to  the  exclusion  of  righteousness  and 
truth;  of  oppressing  the  poor;  and  of 
overbui-dening  the  weak?  All  these  and 
many  other  evils  must  be  repented  of, 
or  yon  cannot  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
(}od.  How  sweet  and  refreshing  are  the 
words  of  Jesus,  "Come  unto  me,  all  y<-. 
tha+  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  1 
will  give  you  rest."  (Matt.  11:28).  How 
comforting  and  soul-inspiring  are  those 
promising  words  found  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse, "And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say. 
Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  say. 
Come.  And  let  him  that  is  athirst  come. 
.\nd  whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the 
water  of  life  freely."     (Rev.  22:17). 

"Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  convert- 
ed, that  yotir  sins  may  be  blotted  out, 
when  the  times  of  refreshing  shall  conn- 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord."  (Acts 
3:10).  Tliese  are  a  few  more  of  the 
words  of  the  inspired  Peter,  when  he, 
in  company  with  the  beloved  .Tohn,  was 
preaching  to  the  multitude  from  Solo- 
mon's porch  of  the  beautiful  temple. 
.'Vgain  went  forth  the  cry  of  repentance, 
not  only  to  the  .Tews,  but  also  to  the 
Gentiles,  for  we  read,  "Then  hath  God 
also  to  the  Gentiles  crranted  rrprnfnnee 
unto  life."  (Acts  11:18).  We  can  truth- 
fully say,  without  fear  of  controversy 
or  dispute,  that  the  overthrow  of  Baby- 
lon, tbe  fall  of  Rome,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  .Terusalem  were,  owing  to  the  dis- 
obedient, unrepentant  natures  of  the 
people  who  inhabited  thc-e  once  beauti- 
ful, magnificent,  .grand  cities.  How  nec- 
essary it  is  that  we.  procrastinate  not  the 
day  of  our  repentance,  or  delay  to  hum- 
ble ourselves  in  lowliness  and  meekness 
before  Gcd.  It  is  the  contrite  heart,  and 
the  broken  spirit  the  Lord  demands,  of- 
fering unto  us  pardon,  and  forgiveness 
as  a  result  of  our  obedience  to  His  com- 
mands. He  will  not  force  or  compel  us 
to  repent.  He  will  persuade,  gently  lead, 
and  divinely  guide,  and  if  we  want  to 
be  kind  to  ourselves,  to  become  agents 
in  bettering  our  own  conditions,  to  do 
ourselves  a  favor,  we  will  renent,  rely 
upon  His  tender  mercies,  and  seek  to 
gain  glorv  and  exaltation  in  His  King- 
dom, Whatsoever  we  do  in  advancing 
ourselves  along  the  lines  of  sanctifica- 
tion  and  holiness,  that  we  may  become 
perfect  as  our  Father  in  heaven  is  ner- 
fect.  we  should  do  willingly  and  with  a 
cheerful  spirit.  WTiatsoever  the  Lord 
does  to  elevate  our  fallen  natures,  to 
ni.nke  us  like  Him.  He  does  freely  and 
with  abundant  loving  kindness.  Then 
we  should  be  willing  to  serve  God.  be- 
en use  He  is  willing  to  bless  us  in  this 
life,  and  raise  us  up  at  the  last  day  to 
eternal   glory. 

Before  we  dismiss  this  principle  of  the 
Gospel  -Repentance — let  us  take  a  glance 
at  a  few  thinsrs  mentioned  by  the  Anos- 
tle Paul  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  Gala- 
tinns.  commencing  at  the  19th  verse. 
"Now  the  works  of  the  flesh  are  mani- 
fest, which  are  these:  adultery,  fornica- 
tion, uncleanness.  lascivionsness,  idolatry, 
witchcraft,  hatred,  variance,  emulations, 
wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies,  envy- 
incs.  murders,  drunkenness,  revellings. 
nnd  such  I'ke:  of  the  which  I  tell  von 
before,  as  I  have  also  told  von  in  time 
past,  that  thev  which  do  such  things 
shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom    of     God." 


Could  the  word  of  God  be  more  plain  or 
explicit?  Hhall  not  inherit  the  kihgdom 
of  God.  Wba.t  shall  we  do?  Repent  of 
these  things,  forsake  them,  shun  them, 
make  no  compromise  with  any,  but  upon 
unconditional  terms  be  forever  separate 
from  evil,  free  from  guile,  and  unspotted 
from  the  sins  of  the  world.  We  should 
constantly  keep  in  mind  these  evils  here 
mentioned,  and  that,  too,  with  a  fixed 
determination  of  overcoming  them  with 
righteousness.  Let  these  words  be  burned 
in  our  conscience,  printed  in  our  thoughts 
and  written  on  the  fleshy  tablets  of  our 
hearts,  "fhri)  irhieh  do  .such  things  shall 
not  inherit  ike  kingdom  of  God." 

"Wherefore  putting  away  lying,  speak 
every  man  truth  with  his  neighbor;  for 
we  are  members  one  of  another.  Be  ye 
angry  and  sin  not;  let  not  the  sun  go 
down  upon  your  wrath;  neither  give 
place  to  the  devil.  Let  him  that  stole 
steal  no  more;  but  rather  let  him  labor, 
working  with  his  hands  the  thing  which 
is  good,  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him 
that  needeth.  Let  no  corrupt  communi- 
cation proceed  out  of  your  mouth,  bu; 
that  which  is  good  to  the  use  of  edify- 
ing, that  it  may  minister  grace  unto  the 
hearers.  And  grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God,  whereby  ye  are.  sealed  unto  the 
day  of  redemption.  Let  all  bitterness 
and  wrath,  and  anger  and  clamour,  and 
evil  speaking,  be  put  away  from  yon 
with  all  malice;  and  be  ye  kind  one  to 
another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one 
another,  even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake 
hath  forgiven  you."  (Ephes.  4:25-32). 
"P'or  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death;  but 
to  be  spiritually  minded  is  life  and 
peace."  (Rom.  8:6).  This,  then,  we 
have,  found,  that  Repentance  is  a  prin- 
ciple of  the  Gospel  of  .lesus  Christ,  that 
it  consists  of  a  heart-felt  sorrow  for  sin, 
a  sincere,  deep  contrition  for  guilt,  creat- 
ing a  reformation  in  life,  a  forsaking  ot 
wickedness,  a  departing  from  every  evil 
way.  "The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  them  that 
are  of  a  broken  heart;  and  saveth  such 
as  be  of  a  contrite  spirit."  (Psalms 
34:1,S), 

(To  be  Continued.) 


When  Shall  These  Things  Be? 

The  Anostles  asked,  "when  shall  these 
things  be  "  "The  times  and  the  seasons 
the  Father  hath  kept  in  His  own  power," 
was  their  answer.  The  destruction  _  of 
.Terusalem  was  foretold,  the  succeeding 
desolation  and  spiritual  death  also,  then 
the  second  coming  was  promised,  which 
glorious  event  is  to  be  preceded  by  the 
restoration  of  the  Gospel,  for  He  said, 
"This  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be 
preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness, 
and  then  shall  the  end  come."  But  in 
solemn  warning  He  admonishes  us  to  be 
ahvays  watching  and  praying;  be  in 
readiness  for  his  coming;  "W.atch,  there- 
fore, for  ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the 
hour  the  Son  of  Man  cometh."  "There- 
fore, to  impress  yet  more  indelibly  upon 
their  minds  the  lessons  of  watchfulness 
and  faithfulness,  and  to  warn  them  yet 
more  emphatically  against  the  peril  of 
the  drowsy  life  and  the  smouldering 
lamp.  He  told  them  the  exquisite  para- 
bles— .so  beautiful,  so  simple,  yet  so  much 
in  instruction — of  the  Ten  Virgins,  and 
of  the  Talents;  and  drew  for  them  a 
picture  of  that  Great  Day  of  Judgment, 
on  which  the  King  should  separate  all 
nations  from  one  another  as  the  shep- 
herd divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats." 
— Farrar. 


Our  Heavenlv  Father  sends  us  troubles 
to  try  our  faith,  and  if  it  be  worth  any- 
thing, it  will  stand  the  te.st.  Gilt  is 
afraid  of  the  fire,  but  gold  is  not;  the 
paste  gem  dreads  to  be  touched  by  the 
diamond,  but  the  true  jewel  fears  no  test. 
— Spurgeon. 


The  man  who  seeUs  cue  thing  in  life,   and 

but  one, 
M.ny  hope  to  achieve  it  before  life  Is  done. 
But   lie   who  seeks  all   things,   wherever  he 

goes. 
Only   reaps   from   the   hopes    which   around 

hiiQ  he  sows, 
A  harvest  of  barren  reercts. 

—Lord  Lytton. 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OPTME  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1,  We  believe  ia  Uod  the  Etereal  Father,  and  in  Hie  Sod 
Jeaua  Chriat,  and  in  the  Holy  OhoBt. 

8.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  own 
•ini,  and  not  for  Adam's  transgreeeioo. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all 
■nabkind  may  be  laved,  b;  obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordi. 
Daocei  of  the  Qospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  or 
Ihe  Ooapel  arel  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  second. 
Repentance;  third.  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  reoiission 
of  iiai ;  fourth,  Laying  on  o{  Hands  for  the  Qift  of  the  Holy 
Qhoet. 

ft.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
**  propheov,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,"  by  those  who  are 
in  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  thtf  same  organization  that  existed  to 
the  primitive  church — namely,  Apostles,  Prophets,  Paatora, 
Teachers,  Evangelists,  eto. 

.7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

8.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  11 
is  translated  correctly ;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God, 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  ^oea 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  tilings  pertaining  to  Ihe  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  wilt  reign  person- 
ally npon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  beingsnbjecttoliings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  tDigietrates  ;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

18.  tWe  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chasle,  benevolent, 
virtuoQs,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men  ;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
ve  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
Id  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuooa, 
bvely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  aitar  tbee* 
t^Uoo.— JOSEPH  SMITH.- 


SOMETHING  FOR  NOTHING. 


The  teachings  or  many  of  the  most  pop- 
ular religious  societies  in  the  world  today 
exhibit  clearly  the  fact  that  they  believe 
in  the  principle  of  something  for  nothing, 
with  regard  to  the  work  of  individual  sal- 
vation. They  seem  to  be  laboring  under 
the  impression  that  the  groat  Siicrifico, 
which  was  made  by  the  Lamb  of  God  for 
the  human  family,  is  sufficient  to  save  and 
exalt  them  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  if  they 
only  believe  that  .Tesus  is  the  Christ,  and 
have  their  names  enrolled  on  the  church 
records.  Perhaps  we  should  add  going 
to  church  and  paying  the  preacher. 

This  idea,  however,  notwithstanding 
its  popularity  among  religionists,  does  not 
accord  with  the  terms  of  salvation  as  de- 
fined by  Christ  and  the  Apostles,  as  re- 
corded in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures, 
and  is  simply  the  outgrowth  of  ignorance 
of  God's  laws  on  the  part  of  our  Ohris- 
tian  friends.  The  atonement  of  Christ  is 
greatly  misunderstood,  and  misapplied,  by 


a  gical  many  who  piofess  to  be  Icuiiied 
In  Ihe  Si'ripliireH.  The  mission  of  .(esus 
('hrisl  oil  earlh  wa.s  Iwol'olil  in  lis  iiiiliM'c. 
I''iisl,  lie  came  lo  iiliinc  for  Ihe  oiigiiiiil 
sill  of  our  lirsl  pureiils  and  liiiiig  alioiil 
I  ill'  ri'surri'cliou  from  llic  grave.  Krom 
Mils  iioi'lion  of  Chrisrs  aloiiciiienl  all  man- 
kind who  I'vcr  have,  or  who  ever  will  live 
ii|ioii  Ihe  I'iii'lh,  will  derive  an  ei|ual  lien- 
I'lil,  as  il  is  g('ni'r;il  in  lis  .'iiiplicalliin  and 
is  wholly  titicoihlil  ionaj.  The  second  piu'l 
of  His  mission  was  lo  cslablish  Ihe  (iospel 
in  the  carlh  with  a  pniinise  llial  all  who 
would  (iliey  ils  riMiuircmeiils  shuiihl  he 
saved  ;ind  e.xalled.  Now  lliis  pari  you  see 
is  coiidilional  and  the  only  ones  who  have 
an.v  lU'oiiiise  of  e,\allati<>n  arc  I  hose  who 
obey  Ihe  commandmenis  of  Ihe  Lord  .lesus 
Christ. 

Belief  in  Christ,  while  it  is  entirely  es- 
sential, does  not  constitute  the  whole 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  not  by  any  means. 
Man  cannot  be  saved  in  his  sins,  and  be- 
lief will  not  remit  them.  Tliere  are  ordi- 
nances named  in  the  Gospel  whereby  we 
can  obtain  this  ble.ssing.  That  is  by  re- 
penting of  our  sins  and  being  baptized  in 
water  for  the  remission  thereof.  Tliis 
jiart  of  the  Gospel  is  just  as  essential  as 
the  commandment  to  believe  on  the  Lord 
.Tesus  Christ,  and  the  reception  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  by  the  impositions  of  hands  is 
.just  as  much  a  part  of  the  Gospel  as 
faith,  repentance,  or  baptism. 

Let  us  say,  in  conclusion,  to  all  who 
are  seeking  after  truth,  don't  allow  your- 
self to  be  persuaded  Ihat  .vou  can  sit  idly 
by  and  ignore  the  commandments  of  God, 
and  then  en.ioy  equal  glory  and  exaltation 
with  those  who  obey  them  strictly.  If 
yon  do  yoii  are  deceiving  .vourself.  and 
the  result  will  be  disappointment,  misery 
and  woe.  To  expect  such  a  thing  is  con- 
trary to  all  reason,  contrary  to  all  Scrip- 
ture and  contrary  to  sound  .iudgment. 
God  is  a  .iust  God.  Would  it  be  in  accord 
with  the  principle  of  .iustice,  for  Him  to 
reward  equally  the  righteous  and  the  un- 
righteous, the  obedient  and  the  disoliedi- 
cnt.  when  the  promise  of  reward  was  only 
to  those  who  should  be  diligent  in  keeping 
all  TTis  commandments?  An.swer  this 
to  yourself.  Tlie  Lord  says  that  every 
man  shall  be  judged  by  his  works.  This 
being  the  case.  then,  all  will  know  what 
to  exiiect  and  certainly  cannot  expect 
something  for  nothing. 


WEALTH. 


The  state  of  society  in  these,  "the  latter 
days,"  appears  to  be  in  a  very  deplorable 
condition.  We  still  have  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  with  their  class  distinction  ;  all  striv- 
ing after  the  same  end,  the  attainment  of 
wealth.  The  great  gulf  that  exists  be- 
tween tlie  rich  Dives  and  the  poor  Laza- 
rus has  never  been  bridged.  In  nianv 
respects  the  rich  and  poor  resemble  each 
other,  but  the  chasm  of  class  distinction 
still  remains,  and  if  anvthing,  widens. Wc 
have,  as  represented  in  Europe,  kines, 
princes,  dukes,  earls,  lords,  knights,  middle 
class,  commonalit.v  and  paupers,  each  mov- 
ing in  distinct  circles.  In  America  we 
have  the  select  400,  societies  of  million- 
aires, Afasonic  orders,  secret  societies,  and 
exclusive  church  organizations.  Orders 
and  societies,  ranging  from  kings  to  pau- 
pers, and  from  millionaires  to  loafers, 
assemble  to  pass  judgment  upon  their 
brethren,  combining  to  protect  industry 
and  labor,  as  well  as  destroy  life  and 
property. 

In  these  da.vs  of  commerce,  it  would 
appear  that  without  a  man  joins  some  one 
of  these  organized  institutions,  he  may 
find  it  difficult  to  secure  employment, 
and  in  many  cases  to  live.  We  are  prone 
to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  all  mankind 


were  made  of  one  blood  and  I  hat  we 
"should  brothers  be  and  a'  Ihat,"  and  we 
continue  lo  kI niggle  for  ascendency  amid 
Ihe  scale  of   wealth  ami  oiiiihnce. 

In  Ihe  whirl  of  liiisineHS.  Ihat  we  iiiighl 
atlaiii  wealth,  we  ai'l  much  like  ihildreii, 
grasping  at  a  soap  bulible.  .Si, me  in  liiis 
giddy  rac-e  a|iiic;ii'  successful,  lull  gener- 
ally at  the  tei'iiiiiialion  of  life,  they  die 
disappoiiiled  and  confess  that  "all  is  van- 
ily  and  vctalion  of  sjiiril." 

Tlieii'  is  a  Kiiying  in  Ihe  Mahometan 
Koran,  altriliuled  to  Christ,  which  reads 
as  follows:  "lie  who  long.s  for  riches  is 
like  a  man  who  drinks  sea  water,  Ihe  more 
III'  drinks  the  more  thirsty  he  becomes, 
aiid  never  leaves  off  drinking  till  he  per- 
ishes." 

How  true  the  above  is,  in  nations,  em- 
pires and  individuals,  ever  seeking  after 
power  and  wealth,  until  sunk  with  pride, 
luxury  and  deliauchery,  into  an  untimely 
grave. 

The  following  clipping  shows  the  spirit 
of  the  times : 

"New    York.    .lune   2d,    1900. 

".lames  Henry  Smith,  the  richest  bach- 
elor in  the  world,  has  suddenly  entered 
New  York  society.  He  has  about  .$.50.- 
IMMI.IXiii  in  ...s  own  right.  Society  is  .le- 
lightfully  expectant  and  more  than  one 
mamma  lias  an  eye  open  to  windward  for 
her  beautiful  daughter." 

We  would  say  of  the  mother  who  would 
sacrifice  her  daughter  at  the  altar  of 
wealth,  disregarding  the  finer  feelings  of 
love,  which  go  towards  making  up  happi- 
ness in  this  life,  that  she  is  eipially  as  un- 
natural in  her  affections  ;ls  the  Hindoo 
mother  who  would  ca.st  her  child  in  the 
(Janges,  as  food  for  reptiles,  that  she 
might  appease  the  anger  of  her  Pagan 
god. 

Shame  on  such  a  civilization  where 
trusts  and  combinations  of  wealth  work 
a  detriment  to  the  whole  human  family, 
and  enslave  our  lieantiful  American  girls, 
whose  mothers  worship  at  the  shrine  of 
wealth. 

Daily  we  read  of  some  poor  imbecile  En- 
glish lord,  or  French  count.  marrying 
some  rich  .\merican  heiress,  whose  good 
mother  (?)  has  enslaved  the  daughter 
for  a  title. 

These  times  would  also  indicate  that 
merit,  fitness  and  capability  do  not  count 
for  anything,  again.st  tiie  influence  and 
wealth  of  secret  societies,  and  combina- 
tions of  power  in  this  corrupt  age. 

Greed  and  pride  have  destro.ved  empires 
in  the  past,  and  it  was  the  main  cause 
of  the  downfall  of  the  Nephite  nation  on 
this  continent,  and  "the  love  of  money  is 
the  root  of  all  evil."  It  is  abo  hard  for 
a  rich  man  to  enter  into  heaven  ;  let  us 
therefore  take  warning  and  not  make  a 
trod  of  money,  but  let  us  seek  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  His  riirhteousness 
and  all  other  things  will  be  added. 


Elder  Willard  Riirgess.  who  is  perform- 
ing a  faithful  mission  in  the  East  Ten- 
nessee Conference,  ha«  received  word  that 
his  lieloved  brother.  Howar.  L.  Burgess. 
20  yeai-s  of  age.  died  on  the  20lh  ult.  The 
Star  extends  sympathy  to  Elder  Willard 
Burgess  and  his  loved  ones  at  home.  iSTay 
God. bless  and  comfort  them. 


Everv  blade  of  grass  in  the  field  is 
measured:  the  green  cups  and  the  colored 
crowns  of  every  flower  are  curiously 
counted:  the  stars  of  the  firmament  wheel 
in  calculated  orbits;  even  the  storms 
have  their  laws. 


It's  faith  in  something  and  enthusiasm 
for  something  that  makes  a  life  worth 
looking   at.— Oliver   Wendell   Holmes. 


THE   SOUTHERN   STAK. 
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SOUTH  ALABAMA  CONFERENCE 

The  South  Alabama  Conference  con- 
vened at  "Bodiford  Old  Field,"  Cren- 
shaw countj',  Alabama,  on  the  l-tth  and 
l.jtli  insts.  The  first  meeting,  aoeordiuf; 
to  appointment,  was  held  in  the  Latter- 
day  Saints"  meeting  house,  I'resident  W. 
H.  Boyle,  Elders  W.  T.  Davis,  O.  U. 
Hess,  J.  J.  Thompson,  Daniel  Baglcy, 
A.  L.  Meeham.  Alvin  Warner,  J.  D. 
Frankland  and  E.  B.  ■  Darmon,  a  local 
Elder,,  being  present. 

President  Kich  was  unable  to  attend, 
but  Elder  Davis,  from  the  Chattanooga 
otlice,  was  present. 

The  meeting  house,  a  frame  building, 
was  well  filled  at  each  meeting,  although 
the  Campbellites  were  holding  a  protract- 
ed meeting  about  one  hundred  yards 
away,  crying  out,   "I/o!  here  is  Christ." 

The  first  principles  of  the.  Gospel  were 
explained  in  brief  by  the  Elders  Satur- 
day morning,  which  brought  joy  to  the 
listeners. 

Sunday  morning  the  house  was  filled 
to  overflowing,  the  alleyways  were  also 
crowded  with  peopie.  desirous  of  learning 
of  the  true  txospel  of  Christ,  as  .taught 
by  the  true  servants  of  God.  Meeting 
opened  by  singing  "Ere  You  Left  Your 
Room  This  Morning."  The  remarks  that 
followed  were  upon  Faith,  Persecution  of 
the  Saints  and  the  Restoration  of  the 
Gospel.  Meeting  closed  with  singing  and 
prayer,  after  which  all  present  sat  down 
to  a  dinner  prepared  by  the  kind  Saints 
of  that  neighborhood.  A  feast  of  spir- 
itual food  having  been  given  those  who 
attended  meeting,  then  followed  a  feast 
of  temporal  things,  prepared  by  willing 
hands.  The  tables  laden  with  pies, 
cakes,  jams,  etc.,  were  spread  beneath 
large  oak  and  pine  trees,  where  all  were 
invited  to  freely  partake. 

Meeting  was  again  called  to  order  at 
2  p.  m.  After  singing  and  prayer.  El- 
ders Boyle  and  Davis  addressed  the 
meeting.  They  plainly  pointeil  out  with 
reason  and  scripture  the  great  apostacy 
which  took  place,  a  time  when  all  man- 
kind were  destitirte  of  the  Gospel  of 
('hrist,  when  darkness  covered  the  *':irth. 
The  restoration  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
earth  again,  and  the  divine  missicm  of 
.Toseph  Smith  were  pointed  out  to  those 
present  and  strong  testimonies  to  the, 
truthfidness  of  the  Gospel  were  born. 
At  the  clo.se  of  meeting  many  expressed 
themselves  as  being  well  pleased  with  the 
valuable  instructioms  received. 

Monday  morning  the  Elders  met  in 
council  meeting  and  were  given  instruc- 
tions by  President  Boyle,  who  is  loved 
and  respected  by  all  of  the  Elders  in  that 
conference.  Companions  were  assigned 
them,  fields  of  labor  appointed  to  labor 
in.  and  then  did  the  Elders,  after  a  hand- 
shake and  a  (4od  bless  you,  separate  To 
go   forth   and   warn   their   fellow-men. 

The  conference  was  a  decided  success 
and  to  the  Saints  and  friends  who  worked 
so  hard  to  make  the  Eldei's  comfortable 
much  praise  is  due.  To  the  l<'>lders  who 
have  left  all  for  the  Master's  cause,  it 
is  a  great  pleasure  to  meet  and  mingle 
with  the  Saints  and  friends  of  righteous- 
ness. The  Elders  all  feel  well  in  Ihi' 
work  of  God  and  have  goiu^  forth  with  a 
renewed  determination  to  do  their  best 
in  getting  the  world  to  see  us  in  our  true 
light.  To  be  sure,  the  South  Alabama 
Conference  was  much  en.ioyed  and  the 
good  time  had  will  long  live,  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  were  present. 

J.   D.   Frankland. 
A.  L.   Mecham. 


To  climb  steep  hills  requires  slow  pace 
at  fir.st. — Shakespeare. 

He  who  gets  what  he  wants  is  fortu- 
nate, but  he  who  wants  what  he  gets  is 
thrice  so. — Mappe. 

The  diseases  of  the  mind  are  more  de- 
structive and  in  greater  number  than 
those  of  the  body. — Cicero. 

Let  lis  have  faith  that  right  makes 
might:  and  in  that  faith  let  us  dare  to 
do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it. — Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 


HISTORY  REPEATED 


HY    ELDER   ELIAS    (J.    ASHTOiN. 

The  history  of  Christianity  is  dotted  liy 
certain  events  that  stand  out  like  mile 
posts  along  the  track  of  spiritual  progress, 
each  has  its  purpose  to  bring  about  the 
tffccts  designed  by  God. 

There  are  two  events  in  the  history  of 
mankind  that  affect  most  materially  the 
hopes  of  the  spiritually  minded  man.  They 
are,  perhaps,  of  greater  importance  to 
him  than  any  other  two  events  that  have 
transpired  to  adorn  history's  checkered 
page.  They  are  important  because  they 
have  to  do  with  man's  noblest  aspirations 
and  loftiest  emotions.  They  are  impor- 
tant because  they  coricern  the  inmost  de- 
sires of  the  human  heart.  They  are  im- 
portant because  they  are  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  salvation  of  fallen  mor- 
tals. 

Different  as  they  are  in  character,  a 
very  close  relations'hip  exists  between 
them.  Although  widely  separated  by  the 
lapse  of  time,  the  conditions  existing  at 
their  advents  are  more  or  less  analogous. 
Each  had  a  peculiar  age  to  contend  with. 
Each  had  a  manifestly  strange  people  to 
deal  with.  Each  had  the  prejudices  of 
centuries  to  overcome.  And  each  was 
ushered  in  by  an  unusual  train  of  events 
similar  in  some  respects. 

Tlie  one  occurred  in  the  Orient,  the 
other  in  the  Occident.  The  one  is  a  tale  of 
antiquity.  The  other  graces  the  historical 
pages  of  the  present.  The  coming  forth 
of  both  is  in  fulfillment  of  prophesy.  They 
both  declare  in  emphatic  language  the 
mercy  and  love' of  (rod.  They  both  add 
dignity  to  the  Scriptures.  They  both  of- 
fer a  marked  contrast  to  the  age  in  which 
they  transpired. 

The  effect  of  the  former  was  to  revive 
faith  and  in  a  sense  dispel  error.  Tlie 
effect  of  the  latter  was  to  stem  the  tide  of 
infidelity  and  skepticism  and  divert  the 
thoughts  of  men  from  the  barren,  unfruit- 
ful fields  of  sectarianism  into  the  rich  gar- 
dens of  Gospel  truth,  where  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit  indicated  vitality.  The  com- 
plete accomplishment  of  the  first  event 
required  thirty-three  years,  during  which 
lirief  period  a  new  standard  of  truth  was 
unfurled,  truth  radically  different  from 
the  established  customs  of  former  years. 

Nineteen  hundred  years  ago  Christ  was 
born  into'  a  world  unconscious  of  its  De- 
liverer. He  came  to  "save  that  which  was 
lost."  He  came  when  the  .Tews  were  in  a 
state  of  rank  apostacy,  when  religious 
conti-oversy  waged  hot.  For  tUMI  ,\-ears 
Palestine  had  .  een  the  battle  ground  for 
the  Surrounding  nations.  The  .Tews,  led 
from  one  captivity,  endured  another  at  the 
hands  of  a  new  power  equally  as  oppres- 
sive and  corrupt.  The  world  was  in  a 
state  of  unrest.  The  Jews  in  their  opiires- 
sion  looked  for  the  advent  of  a  great  tem- 
poral ruler  who  would  lead  them  out  of 
bondage.  They  were  nariow.  bigoted  and 
self-righteous.  They  were  technical,  child- 
like and  carnal  minded.  They  were  mate- 
rialistic in  tlieir  views,  following  Christ, 
many  of  them,  for  the  loaves  and  fishes. 
On  this  account  they  failed  to  understand 
the  import  of  His  mission.  Tlie  bread  of 
life  they  expected  to  satisfy  their  greedy 
appetites.  How  vain !  How  basely  ignor- 
ant !  How  peevish  !  Yet  with  all  they  are 
God's  chosen  people  and  He  will  make 
them  the  glory  and  admiration  of  the 
world.  He  will  subdue  their  enemies  and 
lead  them  back  to  the  land  of     promise, 


and   there   they   will   dwell   in      peace,    no 
longer  the  hiss  and  by-word  of  the  world. 

Among  these  people  Christ  ministered 
and  to  them  He  preached  the  (Jospel  tliat 
was  in  itself  a  stern  rebuke  to  the  existing 
sects  of  the  day.  He  came  forth  in  fear- 
lessness and  marked  humility,  rei)roving 
and  severely  chiding  them  that  woi'ked 
iniquity.  His  message  was  ignored,  and 
He,  after  much  ridicule  and  persecution, 
became  the  victim  of  the  cross,  a  martyr 
to  the  cause.  The  principles  tliat  He  in- 
stituted, rejected  by  the  Jews,  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  surrounding  nations.  The 
center  of  civilization  became  the  center 
of  religion.  The  Christiiin  religion  car- 
ried to  Rome,  partook  of  her  corruption 
and  there  lost  its  divinity  like  nation.^ 
before  her  had  there  lost  their  liberty. 
The  condition  of  Rome  at  this  time  was 
pitiable  indeed.  Virtue  had  taken  her 
flight,  the  standards  of  morality  lost  their 
dignity  and  the  banners  of  vice  and  licen- 
tiousness flaunted  in  every  lu'eeze.  De- 
pr.avity  took  possession  of  men  and  animal 
passion  became  the  motive  power  of  so- 
ciety. In  Pagan  Rome.  Christians  became 
Pagan,  but  still  retained  the  name  of 
Christian. 

Christianity  may  be  compared  to  the 
metamorphosis  of  the  butterfly.  The  larva 
of  the  butterfly  developes  itself  within  the 
silken  cocoon  immediately  before  its 
transformation  into  the  pupa  state,  which 
serves  as  a  protection  for  the  inactive  and 
helpless  germ  from  which  devidops  the 
butterfly.  So  Constantine  made  for  Chris- 
tianity a  silken  cocoon  of  pride  and  power 
which  protected  the  inactive  and  lielpless 
germ  from  which  developed  the  reforma- 
tion. A  change  as  radical  as  that  from 
the  larva  of  the  butterfly  had  been  effected 
with  respect  to  Christianity. 

The  falling  away  so  often  referred  to 
by  the  Prophets  had  now  been  accom- 
plished. 

After  the  religious  world  had  become 
weak  and  morbid,  after  darkness  had 
overshadowed  the  earth,  after  rank  apos- 
tacy had  "changed  the  ordinances,  trans- 
gressed the  laws  and  broken  flic  evcrl-ist- 
in.g  covenant,"  after  iniquity  and  sill  had 
surged  upon  the  face  of  the  entire  earth, 
causing  the  pure  and  virtuous  to  cry  in 
tones  of  agony  for  a  reign  of  godliness.  I 
say,  after  these  things,  intellectuality  be- 
gan to  awaken,  new  thought  gave  men  a 
broader  concept  of  life.  Printing  was  in- 
troduced, literature  had  a  new  birth, 
Greek  and  Roman  philosophy  were 
disseminated  broadcast  over  the  • 
civilized  world.  With  intelligence 
came  power,  and  power  asked  that 
the  T'ope  be  more  tolerant.  Catholi- 
cism began  to  w.ane  and  the  Papal  See 
lost  much  of  its  prestige. 

No  longer  were  men  fettered  by  a 
priestly  monarch,  no  lonsrcr  did  the  popu- 
lace remain  enveloped  in  the  niisis  of  gross 
darkness,  no  longer  was  the  canon  of 
.Scrijiture  chained  like  a  Bastile  prisoner 
to  the  pillar  of  some  dark  monastery, 
only  to  be  read  out  and  studied  by  the 
nonipous  priest  arrayed  in  his  purple  robe, 
but  religious  truth  became  commonplace, 
and  men  gave  theological  study  a  more 
orominent  position.  Theological  study 
srave  issue  to  ecclesiasticnl  research.  This 
was  followed  by  a  change  in  creed.  Reform 
called  for  a  religious  revolution.  Absurdi- 
ties in  creed  were  abolished  to  some  extent. 
Then  seisms  and  doctrines  almost  as  ad- 
verse to  pure,  simple  Christian  doctrines 
were  introduced.  This  gave  rise  to  re- 
ligious controversy  and  bitter  denuncia- 
tions. The  conflicts  that  now  raged  were 
not  settled  like  were  those  in  the  early 
days  of  Catholicism,  nor  were  the  con- 
tenders burned  as  heretics,  but  religious 
freedom  became  almost  universal,  and 
each  religious  contender  formed  a  sect. 
These  increased  until  now  this  multiply- 
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iiiK  of  ni'cIh  siM'vcs  only  iih  ii  lirwililriiiiiMl 
Id  coiiI'iisi'  I Iii'  Iidiii'ni  si'i'ki'i-  nflcr  inilli. 

1 1  only  niM'ils  lo  lir  Hiiiil  lliill  »'■■  ai'i' 
now   pir|iiii'('il    III  iliscMiss   Ihc  olhi'i'  cvcnl, 

i>r  wlilrli  lirifl'  nii'niiiin  Inis  I n  iniiilr. 

Now.  IIS  .liilin  llii'  Itiiplisl  was  Ihc  fiirr- 
iiinni'i'  ini'iiMiiiiK  llir  wiiy  (of  I  lie  Siivlor, 
so  lliis  inlrlliM'inal  iiwiikcnhiK,  lliis 
biTaillli  of  llionKlil.  lliis  rrilKiuiiK  iihoi'ly, 
was  I  lie  forcrniiiii'i'  pii'iuirinK  I  lie  way 
fof  IIh-  life  work  of  .losi'pli  Sniilli.  As 
.lolin's  life  anil  nii'SsiiKo  Ijoiv  losliniony 
of  III!'  ni'ii'ssily  of  Clirisl's  advi'iil.  so  Ilir 
:ii;r   pii'iciliiii;  mil'  sitoiiiI   rvi-iil    cavr  I'yi- 

(Icncc  llial  such  an  I'vcnl   was     in ssary. 

And  lis  ( 'hrisl's  lifi'  ilcclai'cs  in  lln-  si  roii); 
csl  li-nns  His  divinily,  so  I  hi'  laliors  of 
.losrpli  Sinilli  and  Ilir  work  aci'oiniilislii'd 
l>y  him  assi'il  I  lie  divinily  of  his  inrssii);i'. 
(jhrJBt  came  to  save  thiit  which  was  lost. 
Il  was  .loscpli  Sniilli's  province  lo  rcsloi'c 
ilnil  which  Clii'isf  had  cslaldislicd  lliat 
wliii'h  was  once  pure  Inil  corrnplod  hy 
!i«es.  The  ime  in  which  Chi'isl  appeared 
was  cliarMclei'i'/;ed  liy  iiposlaey.  .Tosejili 
Siiiilh  appeared  in  an  a^e  when  aposlacy 
was  tiiosi  jireviilenl.  The  (iospej  ]iioved 
a  snceessfnl  weapon  in  Ihe  hands  of  each. 
.\  ridicule  like  thai  heaped  npon  llie  Mas- 
Ici'  was  heaped  upon  .Tosejih.  The  word 
Clirislian  was  as  niiich  a  nickname  lo  for- 
mer day  Saiiils  as  llip  wonl  IMonnon  is  lo 
Ihe  I,altci'-day  Sainls. 

The  same  charges  hron^'lil  iiRniiisI  llie 
meek  and  lowly  Xiizarene  w'erc  bi'on>;ht 
ajiaiiist  .Joseph  Siiiilh.  Their  cause  was 
Ihe  same,  llicir  mock  trials  were  analo- 
fioiis.  and  Ihpy  hntli  met  a  marlyr's  death. 
As  Tiirisl  relinked  everything  that  was 
inetenlions  and  arrogant,  enjoining  hu- 
inilily  and  self-abnegation,  so  .Toseph 
Siiiilh  taught  truths  that  conflicted  the 
dogmas  of  the  day.  As  the  Scribes  and 
I'liariseps,  who  had  been  so  severel.v  and 
njienl.v  exposed  in  all  their  hypocricies  by 
our  >rnstei',  took  the  lead  in  causing  His 
cnicitixion.  :is  the  sophists  and  tyrants  of 
.\llicns  headed  the  fanatical  iiersecution 
of  Socrates  because  he  exposed  Iheir 
shallowness  and  worldliness  and  stnng 
Ihein  to  the  quick  b.v  bis  truthful  satire, 
as  rialileo  aroused  the  anger  of  the  Iii- 
i|iiisilion  by  his  great  scienlitie  discov- 
eries and  made  that  august  body  a  life- 
long eiipiny.  so  .Toseph  Siiiilh.  denouncing 
Ihe  errors  of  man-made  systems  brought 
upon  Tiiiiiself  the  rage  of  a  vanquished 
world  of  religions  profpssors. 

Because  of  the  message  Christ  bore  He 
was  crucified,  because  of  the  truth  Soc- 
rates introduced  he  was  liated,  because  of 
the  discoveries  Clalileo  had  made  he  was 
ostracised,  and  because  of  the  light  .To- 
seph Smith  brought  hp  was  shamefully 
niart\Ted. 

.Toseph  Smith  was  not  backward  in  re- 
minding modei-n  riirisipndoni  of  her  pi'- 
rors.  WTiile  modest  in  his  assaults,  he 
displayed  no  reluctance  in  pointing  out  to 
the  vision  of  reason  doctrines  that  bore 
Ihe  imprint  of  human  folly.  Tt  was  not 
pleasant  to  the  Pharisees  and  Saddiieees 
of  aiu'ient  times  to  face  Ihe  criticism  of 
Ihe  Savior,  il  was  not  pleaesant  to  tTie  gay 
leaders  of  Athenian  society  to  hear  the 
utter  vanitv  of  Iheir  lives  painted  with 
such  unsparing  severity,  nor  was  it 
pleasant  to  the  sophists  and  rhetoricians 
to  see  their  idols  overthrown  and  they 
tbemsplves  pxposed  as  false  teachers  and 
shallow  pretenders.  Neither  was  it  pleas- 
ant to  the  clergv  of  M^^O  to  have  the  van- 
ity of  thpir  worldly  lives  painted  with  snch 
unerring  clearness,  nor  was  it  ]ileasing  to 
the  well-paid  ministers  of  the  age  to  see 
their  idols  of  luxury  and  pomp  thrown 
down  and  thpy  themselves  exposed  as 
shallow  pretenders  by  the  unassuming. 
Iinmblp  ^formon  Eldpr  traveling  in  their 
midst  without  purse  or  scrip. 

A  very  distinguished  writer  has  truly 


said:  "Il  is  Ihe  fate  iif  rrophelH  lo  he 
exiled  or  slandered  or  jeereii  al,  or  Hli({- 
mall/.ed.  or  banJMlieil  from  Kocii-ty,  to  he 
Milijeci  to  some  sort  of  perseciil ion  ;  bill 
when  rrophelH  denounce  wiii-n  iiikI  tiller 
invi'ilives   and    piovoke   by    Iheir   slinging 

sarciisms.  they  have  gi-nenilly  I ii  killed. 

.No  mailer  how  enlighleiied  sociely  is  or 
lideriiiil  Ihe  age,  he  who  niters  ofri'iisive 
I  ml  lis  will  be  disliked  iiml  in  some  way 
he  punished."  So  .loseph  Sinilli  must 
meet   the  common  fate  of  Prophets. 

Ill  niaii,\'  respects  the  iiiarlyr<loni  of  .lo 
sejih  Sinilli  was  a  blessing,  a  victory  lo 
an  iiiipopniar  cause.  Il  broiiglil  before  the 
world  Ihe  I  nil  lis  of  a  greai  religion  in  a 
manner  more  impressive.  The  l'ro|ihet 
knew  well  the  greatness  of  a  marlyr's 
death,  therefore  took  il  calmly.  Had  he 
not  met  such  a  fate,  he  npvivr  could  have 
lilled  his  mission.  At  Ihe  moinent  when 
the  mob  was  in  a  fiiroip  and  his  lupthrpii 
in  a  rage  of  excitPinenl.  lip  was  jipacefiil 
and  acted  willi  wonderful  foresight.  "I 
am  going."  said  he,  "like  a  lamb  lo  the 
slanghler.  but  I  am  as  calm  as  a  summer 
nioriiiiig.  I  liavi'  a  coiiscienci'  void  of  of- 
fense toward  <!od  and  toward  all  men.  I 
shall  die  innocent,  and  il  shall  yet  bp  said 
of  me,  'he  was  niiirdereil  in  cold  blood," 
He  was  not  seeking  the  vain  glorv  of  man, 
he  was  not  seeking  Ihe  rude  apjilaiisc  of 
mortals,  his  desire  was  to  render  to  his 
Ood  an  humble  devotion  and  gain  for  the 
cause  a  final  Irinmph,  which  was  best  se- 
cured by  martyrdom, 

.Toseph  Smith,  like  Christ,  bore  an  iin- 
Iiorlanl  message  and  sealed  his  testimony 
with  his  blood.  Peculiar  as  that  message 
appears  to  the  world,  it  is  either  false  or 
true.  Tf  true,  it  calls  for  an  earnest  in- 
vestigation at  the  hands  of  every  honest 
soul,  and  demands  the  recognition  of  every 
man  who  is  concerned  in  the  things  of 
eternity.  Tf  false,  its  instigator.  .Toseph 
Sniilli.  should  Iip  braiidpd  as  a  dangerous 
hpi'ptic  or  rank  impostcr,  and  we.  his  fol- 
lowers, as  poor,  weak,  deluded  creatures, 
.Toseph  Smith.  Ihe  faithful  T^ronhet 
of  Ihe  niiipteenth  cpiiliiry.  decbircs 
that  an  angel  had  visited  liim: 
the  wirbl  is  startled  ,'ind  crii's  "iin- 
poster.  messeiigpi'  of  strong  delusion. 
ITow  could  delusion  so  great  be  manufac- 
tiirpil  by  a  boy  .so  illilpiatp?  TTow  I'ould  hp 
instil  life  a  doctrine  so  perfect,  a  creed  so 
infallible?  TTow  could  this  insignificant 
lad   proniisp  miracles  to  the  bplipvpr? 

Yes.  this  man  is  dead,  but  Ihe  instiln- 
lion  that  found  its  inception  in  him  still 
nourishes  and  is  an  everlasting  monu- 
ment to  his  never  dying  memory. 

Tn  conclusion,  we  would  ask  who 
gave  to  him  this  wisdom  and  superhuman 
virtue?  Who  gave  to  him  this  insight 
into  the  fundamental  principles  of  rp- 
ligion?  Who  in  this  rpspect  made  him  a 
greater  light  and  clearer  expounder  than 
the  Christian  Paley?  Who  made  him  in 
nil  spiritual  discernnienl  a  wispr  man  than 
WpsIpv?  Who  madp  him  in  govprmnpnt 
thpor.\'  a  grealer  character  than  Ihe  gifted 
.Tohn  Stuart  Mills?  Wlio  seems  to  have 
been  a  more  sincere  seeker  after  truth? 

Tf  the  sceptical  Gibbon  conbl  see  i"  the 
crumbling  columns  and  shattered  palaces 
of  Tlome  a  Cod  made  manifest,  can  wp 
not  see  in  this  boy  Prophet  the  inspira- 
tion of  Tsrael's  Cod?  TTis  life  ■.^"•^  ilor- 
t'-iiies  were  a  stern  retmke  to  sectai-ianUin. 
^lio  cannot  look  upon  him  as  an  Elins 
rebuking  the  Pharisees  and  Saildncees  of 
modern  Clirisiendom.  a  reformer,  n  fore- 
runner to  the  Greater  One  who  is  to  come 
in   the  clouds  of  fire? 

Tlie  time  has  now  come  when  Mormon- 
ism  is  no  longer  to  be  disniissed  with 
threats  and  sinful  vitupprations.  nor  is 
this  great  spiritual  forcp  to  he  over- 
whelmed bv  the  caprices  of  ministerinl 
strinlings.  no  longer  are  the  tenets  of  tbis 
religion   to   be   met   by   brute   mobocratic  ' 


force.  'Iliey  have  proved  Ihi'iMMelveH  loo 
powerful  for  miuTi  f.wH.  MiiniioiiJHiii  liuH 
already  asloiindeil  ihe  CJiriHliiin  worlj 
with  her  vlliilily,  her  philoHopliy  han  biif- 
lled  Ihe  iiiiiHl  profoiiiiil  miIioIhI'M,  iiiifl  Hhi! 
has  for  a  po.sicrity  a  iiiighly  race  nf  iiicii. 
.No,  Ihe  iiue  hax  not  solvi'd  ,MoriiioniHni, 
nor  will  it  iiiilil  she  has  uorkeil  oiii  licr 
destiny  and  iiicoinpliHlied  Ikt  piirpcmcii — 
Ihe  brotherhood  of  iiiaii  and  the  redi-mp- 
tion  of  the  hiiinaii  race,  ThuM  liiMiory  rn- 
peiils  itself,  and  Ihe  irialH  of  Ihe  riKhleoiiH 
ill  Ihesi'  last  days  are  bill  a  ri'peiiiion  of 
the  scenes  of  I'arly  I 'hrisliaiiily.  I,e|  nii 
one  infer  from  what  has  beeii'said  I'oii- 
cerniiiK  .loHciih  in  connei'iinn  wllli  .ri'Hiw. 
th.'it  we  look  ujioii  the  former  iih  our 
I.onl   and    Savior.      .\o    no.     .lesiis   is  our 

Gloiilicil   jle.iil.  oiir   Itedei' r  ami   Kinj;, 

while    .loseph    i.s   ;i    I'rophel    of   the    Mont 
liigli. 

PROMISES  THAT  SOMETIMES  FAIL 


ny  KijiKU  r.Mii,  ,\.  .Mir,i,i:i{. 
It  is  such  an  easy  mailer  to  make  proin- 
i.ses,  but  quite  a  different  thing  lo  fiiKill 
them.  An  Elder  tries  to  please  everybody, 
but  hp  cannot  possibly  do  so.  When 
asked  by  Saints  and  friends,  in  various 
parts  of  Ihe  mission,  to  write  lliein,  how 
apt  arc  we  to  answer,  "Ye.s,  I  will,"  be- 
f<ire  thinking  of  Ihe  many  duties  we  have 
to  perform  and  the  responsibililips  rest- 
ing iijion  our  shoulders.  'Oie  ones  who 
havp  been  promised  a  letter  look  forward 
lo  its  arrival,  but  how  often  does  the 
promise  fail.  The  Saints  are  interested  In 
our  work  of  righteousness,  also  being  anx- 
ious to  know  how  such  and  such  an  Elder 
who  has  been  at  their  place  is  faring, 
T^very  Klder  in  the  field  knows  how 
pli'ased  a  Saint  or  friend  is  to  get  a  letter. 
and  often  do  they  keep  tnose  letters 
guarded  as  they  would  treasure.  ITow 
often  do  they  open  that  missive  and  read. 
an,l  although  it  may  have  been  received 
many  months  before,  ,vel  they  never  seem 
to  tire  of  its  contents.  Many  limes  do  we 
meet  with  iicopb'  who  hold  uj)  lo  our  gaze 
a  letter.  iH'rchance  written  years  and 
years  ago.  by  such  noble  men  as  Wilford 
Woodruff.  .Tohn  Morgan,  or  many  others 
whose  good  di'i'ds  shall  ever  live  after 
them.  Follow  Ihe  coiii'se  nf  all  Ihe  suc- 
cessful missionaries  who  have  laboreil 
here  in  the  South,  or  elsewhere,  and  ,vou 
will  find  men  who  alwa.vs  kept  their  prom- 
ises. r)ear  brethren,  when  ,vou  make  a 
promise  be  sure  to  keep  it,  no  matter  how 
much  inconvenience  it  ma,v  cause  you. 
When  you  read  this  let  your  mind  wander 
back.  an. I  if  you  have  made  n  promise  may 
it  lie  said  of  you.  "He  kept  his  word." 


Summer  Excursions,  Colorado,  Utah. 

The  Fnion  Pacific  will  place  in  effect 
on  .Tilly  ISlh  and  .\ugiisl  M,  7th  and 
21:;t,  siininier  excursion  rates  of  one  fare 
for  Ihe  round  trip,  plus  $2.  from  Mis- 
souri river  lo  Pcnver.  ("cdorado  Springs, 
I'ueldo,  Ogden  and  Salt  T,ake.  Tickets 
good  for  return  until  Oi-toher  .tlst.  For 
full  particulars  address  .T.  F.  Aglar, 
General  .\gent,  St.  T.oiiis.  Mo. 


Oret^an,  Wnshlngton,  Idaho,  Montana. 

The  T'nion  Pacific  railroad  is  the  shorr 
line  lo  Idaho,  Montana,  Oregon  anil 
AVashington.  consequently  it  will  cost 
passengers  less  money  by  this  route.  .\sli 
vour  nearest  ticket  agent  for  tickets  via 
T'nion  Pacific,  from  Omaha  or  Kansas 
City.  For  full  particulars,  maps  and 
pamphlets  of  territory  reached  via  the 
Pnion  Pacific,  address  .T.  F.  Aglar,  O^-n- 
eral  Agent.  St,  Louis,  Mo. 


Nature  ever  yields  reward  to  him  who 
seeks  and  loves  her  best. — Barry  Corn- 
wall. 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S  DREAM; 

OR.  THE  METALLIC  IMAGE. 


1(Y    A.    AUUUW.S.MITII. 
(Contiuuid    from    liUKe    -TU. ) 

.\L  till'  deulh  of  .\li'XUii<ler,  liis  vast  <lo- 
luiiiioiis  were  divided  between  four  of  liis 
ejiief  generals:  Cassaiider  reigiiinj;  over 
tireece  and  Mucedou,  with  the  western 
provinces ;  Lysiniuchus  over  Thrace  and 
Hythnia,  with  the  northern  provinces ; 
I'loleiuy  over  Egypt  and  the  southern 
proviiues ;  and  8eleucus  over  Syria  and 
I  he  eastern  provinces.  The  two  last  do- 
minions, the  Egyptian  and  tlie  Syrian,  be- 
ing the  greatest  ami  by  far  the  mosl  noted 
and  powerful,  are  approiiriatdy  symbol- 
ized as  the  two  brazen  I  highs,  which 
came  out  of  thai  Alexandrian  or  .Mace- 
donian belly  of  brass,  they  being  in  a 
nourishing  condition  in  the  days  of  the 
.Maccabees. 

In  the  division  of  the  Grecian  empire 
to  the  four  generals  of  Alexander,  as  re- 
corded, the  western  and  northern  prov- 
inces were  soon  swallowed  up  in  the  rising 
Itonian  power,  but  the  eastern  and  south- 
ern provinces,  governed  by  the  Syrians 
and  Egyptian  kings,  held  out  for  some 
time  under  the  i'toycmies  of  Egypt  and 
the  Autiuchus  family  of  Syria,  who  were 
especially  distinguished  in  their  implaca- 
ble haired  of  the  Jews. 

The  instance  of  the  defiling  of  the  tem- 
ple by  Autochus  Epiphancs  is  especially 
mentioned  by  Daniel  in  his  eighth  chapter, 
eleventh  verse.  Judea  was  saved  from  his 
further  ravages,  by  the  heroic  family  from 
Modin,  the  Maccabees,  with  Judas  .Macca- 
beus as  leader.  That  revolt  from  the  Sy- 
rians is  memorable  in  history,  which  is  in- 
terestingly recorded  by  Josephus. 

The  Grecian  empire  held  sway  for  up- 
wards of  300  years,  in  literal  fulfillment 
of  that  wonderful  dream.  The  courage  of 
the  Spartans  and  their  wonderful  achieve- 
ments in  arms  are  engraven  in  the  heart 
of  every  soldier,  esiiecially  their  doings  at 
Marathon  and  Thermopylae,  being  the 
exemplilicatiou  of  great  bravery  and  dar- 
ing. 

Athens  and  Alexandria  became  the 
seats  of  much  learning,  and  the  arts  and 
sciences  were  highly  developed  during  the 
sway  of  this  great  temporal  government. 
They,  like  their  predecessors,  the  Baby- 
lonians and  Persians,  became  luxurious 
and  wicked,  devoting  much  of  their  time 
to  lustful  gratifications,  which  weakened 
and  destroyed  the  physical  manhood  which 
had  characterized  their  progenilors.  the 
Spartans,  and  they  were  consequently 
overcome  by  their  more  hardy  and  pro- 
gressive neighbors,  the  Romans,  who  were 
extending  their  pos-sessions  in  the  west. 

We  have  successively  reviewed  the  rise 
and  fall  of  the  Babylonian,  Persian  and 
Grecian  empires,  represented  in  the  im- 
age, as  the  gold,  silver  and  brass  king- 
<loms,  and  we  have  descended  to  the  legs 
of  iron,  or  the  fourth  kingdom,  the  great 
Uonum  power,  which,  if  anything,  was 
more  formidable  and  aggressive  in  mili- 
lary  exploits  than  the  Grecians  them- 
selves . 

Tlie  kingdom  of  Macedonia  fell,  scan 
after  the  defeat  of  Perseus  at  Pydna,  when 
20,(XK)  Greeks  were  slain  and  lii,(Hl(i  taken 
captive.  Subsequently  the  beautiful  city 
of  Corinth  was  ilestroyed  and  all  the  Gre- 
cian provinces  brought  in  subjection  to 
Rome. 

At    the    time    when    .Tesus   of    Xazarelh 


was  born,  this  vast  Ronmn  empire  held 
sway  over  the  whole  known  world,  and 
Augustus  Caesar  was  its  first  emperor. 
It  had  broken  in  pieces  and  trampled  un- 
der foot  every  otner  power;  it  had  livid 
under  ii  pelly  monarchy  for  uiiwards  of 
i;.ill  years,  was  goverin'il  as  a  reimlilic  for 
over  4.>0  years  and  existed  and  ruled  the 
world  as  an  empire  lor  linndrcils  oi  yeai's, 
uniii  swalloweil  up  in  ilie  kingdoms  wIik'Ii 
were  represenied  by  I  be  ten  foes  of  mat 
great  image. 

'ibis  mighty  enijiire  .ell,  like  all  its 
predecessors,  inlo  luxury  and  liceiuious- 
ne.^s  and  became  so  lorrupt  in  its  <-ivili- 
zalioii  that  iiod  allowed  the  barliariaiis 
from  Ihe  north  to  despoil  it  of  all  its  pow- 
er and  dominions. 

.Vs  a  republic  shi-  rnleil  I  be  world,  and 
lifly  yi'ars  bcloic  Christ,  all  the  known 
world  had  acknowledged  ilie  supremacy  of 
this  ■"iron  kingdom."  I'ompey  and  Cas- 
sius  had  invaded  .ludca  and  the  south, 
and  .lulius  Caesar  returned  as  a  mighty 
conqnerer  from  his  invasions  among  ihe 
barbarians  in  the  iKjrih.  The  Diclaior  ai 
Rome  passed  judgment  upon  kings  and 
princes,  and  to  be  a  Roman  was  consid- 
ered to  be  "greater  than  u  king." 

ilerod,  Ihe  (ireat,  received  his  crown 
from  Rome,  and  his  sons  lonlirmed  by  the 
same  power  in  state  offices.  The  offices 
of  Ethnarch,  Tetrarch  and  I'rocunilor 
were  given  to  the  favorites  or  the  Emiieroi- 
of  Rome,  and  although  they  were  called 
kings  many  limes,  and  ruled  as  kings,  they 
were  simply  governors  of  provinces  and 
entirely  subject  to  Rome.  Herod,  the 
(Jreat,  was  virtually  the  last  king  of  Ju- 
dea; he  had  the  kingdom  given  hiin  by 
.Augustus  Caesar,  who  Wiis  the  first  Em- 
peror. 

After  the  assassination  of  Julius  Cae- 
sar, who  aspired  to  become  Emperor,  the 
great  Roman  republic  became  divided; 
Marcus  Auloiiius,  or  Mark  -Vutony,  with 
Lepidus  and  Octavins  l,iicplic\v  of  .lulius 
Caesar,  and  afterward  named  by  the  sen- 
ate, August  us  I,  took  sides  against  Brutus 
and  (Jassius  and  utterly  defeated  them  in 
the  battle  of  I'hilippi.  Rome  was  then 
governed  by  the  triumvirate,  or  a  govern- 
ment by  three,  namely.  Mark  .Vnlony.  Oc- 
tavius  and  I.epidus.  The  last  named  had 
no  force  of  I'haracler  and  was  soon  lost 
sight  of.  Mary  .-Vntuiiy  was  a  gallant  war- 
rior and  a  very  successful  leader,  and  un- 
doubtedly would  have  gained  the  empire, 
had  he  not  been  led  away  by  the  luxurious 
and  sensual  Queen  of  Egypl,  CleoiJatra. 

Octavius  was  ambitions,  and  by  force 
of  arms  gained  his  ascendency  over  An- 
tony, into  the  hearts  of  the  [leople,  and 
was  elected  by'  vote  of  thi'  senate,  the  first 
Emperor  of  Rome  and  renamed  Augustus. 

It  was  in  the  days  of  this  Emperor,  at 
the  general  taxing  of  .ludca,  that  Joseph 
and  jfary  were  detained  at  Bethlehem  and 
the  great  advent  of  the  Messiah  tool<  place. 

Herod,  the  Great,  was  King  of  Judea, 
which  he  held  subject  to  Rome,  and  after 
his  dealh,  which  occurred  in  the  infancy 
of  .Tesu^,  .Tudca  was  governed  by  a  Roman 
I'riicurator,  which  was  duly  appointed  by 
Ihe  Emperor  of  Rome.  In  many  places 
in  the  Scriptures  these  governors  and  te- 
irarchs  are  called  kings,  such  as  Herod 
.Vntijias,  telrar<h  of  Galilee,  who  had 
.lohn  the  Baptist  beheaded,  also  Herod 
.Vgripi)a.  the  first,  and  Agrippa.  Ihe  sec- 
ond, and  many  others,  and  a  student  of  thi' 
Bible  is  apt  to  mix  up  Ihe  Ilerods  and 
over-i'ale   I  heir  kingly   authority. 

They  were  all  subject  lo  that  great 
powei-,  the  Roman  emiiiri\  and  had  lo 
l>ay  tribute  to  the  same,  holding  ofttce,  as 
govi'rnors  of  jirovinces :  scores  of  prov- 
inces existed,  and  they  were  all  governed 
by  a  petty  king,  elected  and  duly  appoint- 
ed from  Rome. 

I    have   menlloiii'il    the   above   in   detail. 


that  tlie  power  of  this  iron  kingdom  might 
be  heller  understood  by  the  reader,  show- 
ing how  she  ruled  the  world;  bringing  all 
other  nalions  in  subjection.  Her  laws  were 
e(iuitable  and  a  lerlaiu  freedom  waji  grant 
ed   all    her  subjects,    which   gave   much    li- 

leiise  lo  ll ally  (  hiislians,  as  the  dealli 

penally  was  taken  out  of  ihe  ban. Is  of  tin- 
High  I'riesl  and  Sanhedrin,  and  the  ac- 
cused, as  in  the  case  of  Jesus  Clirisl, 
bail  to  receive  sentence  from  I  he  Procura- 
lor,  Pilate.  In  rciigiou,  Rome  was  Pagan 
ami  had  thousands  of  Gods,  which  wer.- 
worshipped  amid  scenes  of  lusl,  vice  and 
ilebaiiilieiy.  It  was  not  until  the  sixih 
('ae.sar  I.NeroJ  llial  the  Christians  re 
ceiveil  any  severe  iierseculions  from  Ihe 
emiiire,  but  from  that  time  iiiilil  Con- 
slanliiie,  for  nearly  -."><J  years,  the  empire 
was  batlied  in  (hrislian  blood,  drawn  by 
the  tyrannous  laws  and  exaclioua  of  a 
despotic  and  devilish  power,  controlled  by 
Paganism. 

The  emiiire  gia.lually  declined  and  fell, 
and  the  kingiioms  of  the  \'aiiilals,  Ser- 
vians, N'isigollis,  Alans,  Burgundians, 
Franks,  Britons,  Huns,  Eumbards  and  Ra- 
veuna.s,  which  by  some  are  considered  Ihe 
ten  kingdoms,  or  ten  toes  of  the  image, 
were  erected  on  its  ruins.  Tliese  king- 
doms arose  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  cen- 
tury, and  have  been  partly  strong  and 
partly  broken,  rising  and  falling  in  their 
times  and  in  I  heir  seasons,  and  occasion- 
ally ciianging  names.  At  the  present  time 
they  may  go  under  the  n.'imes  of  England, 
liermany,  ^lustria.  France,  Russia,  Italy, 
Siiain,  I'ortugal,  Holland  and  Greece,  and 
I  here  may  be  more  or  less,  but  neverthe- 
less they  still  have  the  stamp  of  the  ten 
original  Kingdoms,  which  were  man-made 
institutions,  organizations  started  and 
controlled  by  man,  without  the  sanction  of 
God,  being  under  His  ban  ami.  are  des- 
tined to  fall.  The  histories  of  these  king- 
doms are  written  in  letters  of  blood  and 
have  stained  all  Europe,  millions  of  lives 
having  been  sacrificed  to  Iheir  corrupl  and 
unaulhorized   institutions. 

(To    be    concluded.) 


GETHSEMANE 


"Passing  through  one  of  the  city  srates, 
down  the  sl<'ep  sides  of  the  ravine,  across 
the  \v:idy  way  of  the  Kidron  I  which  is 
rather  a  ravine  than  a  brook,  no  water 
runs  in  it,  except  occasionally,  after 
heavy  storms)  they  came  to  (lellisemanc 
— a  pleasant  field  or  garden  at  the  foot 
of  the  Mount  of  Olives.  In  the  quiet 
olive  and  pomegranite  shades  of  this 
spot  Jesus  and  His  .\postles  often  find 
rest  and  quiet  for  prayer  and  conversa- 
tion. lA'aving  the  majority  of  the  -Apos- 
tles to  slumber  on  the  grass.  He  took 
with  Him  Peter,  James,  and  John  and 
went  about  a  stone's  throw  farther.  But 
soon  even  the  society  of  these  chosen 
and  trusted  ones  was  more  than  He  could 
bear.  .V  grief  beyond  utterance,  a  strug- 
gle lieyond  endurance,  an  hour  of  great 
darkness,  a  giddiness  and  stupefication 
of  soul  overmastered  Him,  as  with  the 
sinking  swoon  of  an  anticii)at<'<l  death, 
ll  was  a  tumult  of  emotion,  which  none 
must  see.  'My  soul,'  he  said,  'is  full  of 
anguish,  even  unto  death."  Stop  here  and 
keep  watch.'  •  »  *  He  then  retired 
slill  farther,  perhajis  out  of  the  inoon- 
liLrbl  into  the  shadow.  .\iid  then,  until 
slumber  oveiipowered  them,  they  were 
conscious  of  how  dreadful  was  that 
paryoxism  of  prayer  and  sufTcring  through 
which  He  passed.  They  saw  Him  soiiie- 
liincs  Mil  His  kuee.s,  sometimes  out- 
siictchiil  ill  prostrate  supplication  upon 
the  damp  ground;  they  heard  snatches  of 
tlie  sounds  of  murmured  anguish,  in 
which  His  humanity  pleadiMl  with  the 
divine  will  of  His  Father.  'Hie  actiiaT 
words  might  vary,  out  the  substance  was 
Ihc    same    throughout.       ".Abba,    Father, 
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:ill  lliiii^,'s  iirc  possililc  uiiln  Tlicc;  liikc 
;iu.'iv  lliis  ciiii  I'ruiii  imc;  iicvcrllu'k'ss,  mil 
wliul  I  will,  lnK  whiit  TliiHi  will."  *  *  ' 
.\ii(l  wlii'iiir  :ill  lliis  ii;,'iiiiiziii,i;  (iiiliiif;  of 
I  111'  licjii't,  this  I'l'iiiriil  :iiii:i/.ciiK'nt,  lliis 
hori'or  of  ureal  ilarkiie.ss,  lliis  passiiui 
which  aliiuist  bronchi  Iliiii  Juwn  to  Uic 
>;rav('  ln'lnrc  a  siiifilc  paiiK  had  ln'cii  iii- 
llicted  upon  Him — which  forced  from  Him 
the  sweul  Ihal  streaincd  like  drops  of 
hlootl — which  ulmosL  prostrated  liody, 
and  soul,  and  spirit,  with  one  linal  blow? 
Was  it  the  more  ilread  of  dealli;  the 
mere  effort  and  determination  to  face 
that  which  He  foreknew  in  all  its 
dreadfiilness,  but  from  which,  neverthe- 
less, His  soul  recoiled?  *  *  *  No,  it 
was  something;  intinitely  more  than  this: 
infinitely  more  than  the  highest  stretch 
of  our  imaj;inatiou  can  realize.  It  was 
somethinK  far  deadlier  than  death.  It 
was  the  linrden  and  the  mystery  of  the 
world's  sin,  which  lay  heavy  on  His 
heart.  It  was  the  tasting  in  the  divine 
huni.Miiity  of  a  sinless  life,  the  bitter  cup 
siu  had  poisoned;  it  was  the  bowing  of 
(rOdhead  to  endure  a  stroke  to  which 
man's  ajioslacy  had  lent  such  frightful 
possibilities.  It  was  the  sense,  too,  of 
how  virulent,  how  frightful,  must  have 
been  the  force  of  evil  in  the  universe  of 
(iod,  which  could  render  necessary  so 
inhnite  a  sacrifice.  It  was  the  endur- 
ance, by  the  perfetal  guiltless,  of  the 
worst  malice  which  human  hatred  could 
devise.  It  was  to  experience  in  the 
bosom  of  perfect  innocence  and  perfect 
love,  all  that  was  detestable  in  liumau 
ingratitude;  all  that  was  pestilent  in  hu- 
man hypocrisy;  all  that  was  cruel  fn  hu- 
man rage.  It  was  to  brave  the  last 
triumnh  of  S:itanie  spite  and  furv  unit- 
ing against  His  lonely  he;iil  all  the  tlani- 
ing  arrows  of  .Jewish  falsity,  and  heathen 
corruption— the  concentrated  wrath  of 
the  rich  and  res-eetable,  the  yellow  fury 
of  the  blind  and  brutal  mob."  It  was  to 
feel  that  His  own,  to  whom  He  came, 
loved  darkness  rather  than  light— that 
the  race  of  the  chosen  people  could  be 
wholly  absorbed  in  one  insane  repulsion 
against  infinite  goodness  and  purity,  ami 
love."— Farrar. 


After  once  choosing  your  occupation, 
never  look  bai  kward  ;  slick  to  it  with  all 
the  lenacily  you  can  muster.  Let  nothing 
lompt  you  or  swerve  you  a  hair's  breadth 
from  your  aim,  and  yon  will  win.  Do 
not  \M  the  thorns  which  appear  in  every 
vocation,  or  temporary  despondency  or 
dis.ipiioiiilment,  .shake  your  purpose.' You 
will  never  succeed  while  smarting  under 
Ihe  drudgery  of  your  occupation,  if  vou 
are  constantly  haunted  with  the  idea  That 
you  could  succeed  better  in  something  else. 
<;real  leiiaiity  of  purpose  is  the  only 
Ihiiig  that  will  carry  you  over  the  hard 
places,  which  appear  in  every  career,  to 
ultimate  triumph.  This  detpr'mination.  or 
fixity  of  purpose,  has  a  great  moral  bear- 
ing upon  our  success,  for  it  leads  others  to 
feel  conlideiice  in  us.  and  this  is  every- 
thing. It  gives  credit  and  moral  support 
in  a  thousand  ways.  People  always  be- 
lieve in  a  man  with  a  fixed  ))urposi\  and 
will  helji  him  twice  as  quickly  as  one  who 
is  loosely  or  indifferently  attached  to  his 


vocation,  and  liable  at  any  time  io  make 
a  change,  or  to  fail.  Everybody  knows 
that  delermined  men  are  not  likely  to 
fail.  They  carry  m  their  very  pluck,  grit 
and  delennination,  the  couvicliiin  and  as- 
surance of  success.- -.1.  Lincoln  Brooks, 
in   Success. 


SECRET  SOCIETIES. 


lieserct   News. 

In  the  discussions  that  are  taking  place 
regarding  the  noticeable  decline  in  the 
membership  of  some  of  the  large  Protest- 
ant denominations,  one  point  has  lately 
been  made,  which  deserves  more  than  a 
passing  notice.  A  contributor  to  The  Ad- 
vance, a  Oongregationalist  periodical, 
justly,  we  think,  charges  that  much  of 
this  decline  depends  on  the  iutiueuce  of 
secret  societies. 

Every  little  town  has  its  lodges.  The 
members  meet  every  week.  They  all  have 
a  personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
lodge;  hence  they  talk  about  it,  argue 
about  it  and  win  members,  while  the  in- 
terest of  the  church  is  left  principally 
with  the  clergyman. 

The  lodge  seeks  to  benefit  its  member.s, 
in  .some  way,  temporally,  and  generally 
appeals  to  the  religious  sentiment,  loo,  in 
the  prayers  and  rites  they  use.  Human 
vanity  is  also  catered  to  in  the  high- 
sounding  titles  and  glittering  regalia.  In 
these  and  other  particulars  the  secret  so- 
cieties have  become  the  rivals  of  the 
churches,  particularly  the  Protestant 
group,  which  has  discarded  most  of  the 
pomp  that  secret  orders  seem  to  have  bor- 
rowed from  older  religious  organizations. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  anything 
against  the  charitable  object  some  secret 
societies  seek  to  attain.  But  the  fact  re- 
mains, nevertheless,  that  by  their  very 
work  of  charity  they  have  become  the  ri- 
vals of  the  churches.  They  have  estab- 
lished themselves  iu  the  consciousness  of 
their  members  so  firmly  that  many  reject 
the  church  and  actually  say,  "The  lodge 
is  good  enough  for  me." 

But  is  not  this  fact  a  serious  reflection 
upon  the  churchesV  When  the  Church  of 
Christ  was  founded  uixin  this  earih.  its 
object  was  to  bring  salvation,  both  tem- 
poral and  eternal;  to  save  both  from  sin 
and  its  consemiences.  It  was  a  fraternal 
society,  in  which  the  boundaries  between 
.lew  and  Gentile,  free  and  slave,  man  and 
woman,  were  eliminated,  and  all  were 
made  to  realize  their  position  as  children 
of  (Jod.  Tlie  Church  of  Christ  set  the  .seal 
of  condemnation  upon  the  arrangement 
of  the  human  family  in  castes.  It 
brought  relief  to  the  poor,  comfort  to 
those  who  were  berisived,  healing  to  the 
sick,  and  hope  to  those  ready  to  pass  1m'- 
ycind  the  veil. 

Some  of  these  things  the  churches  hard- 


ly consider  lis  part  of  their  work.  It  is  a 
retleclioii  on  iJiem,  that  lodges  had  to  take 
up  the  negl('cti?d  duties  of  religious  or- 
ganizations, 'niere  can  be  no  reason  why 
the  church  should  not  be  all-suUicienl. 

The  church  is  "spiritual  ;"  it  is  not  "of 
this  world  ;"  but  unless  its  influence  is  to 
form  the  world  in  harmony  with  the  lawn 
of  the  Almighty — to  make  of  "the  world" 
the  "kingdom  of  heaven,"  in  which  peai-e 
and  happiness  rule,  its  mission  is  a  fail- 
ure. It  is  this  great  truth,  which  the  de- 
cline of  membership  and  the  spread  of  se- 
cret societies  should  impress  upon  the 
Protestant  churches. 


Releases  and  Appointments. 
I^eleajU. 
.1.  S.  McGuire,  South  Carolina  Confer- 
ence. 

S.  A.  Hanks,  Ohio  Conference. 

Appointments. 

Seven  Elders,  whose  names  are  given 
below,  arrived  from  Ltah  on  the  23d 
inst.,  and  were  assigned  their  tiojd*  of 
labor  as  follows  : 

Eugene  C.  Miller,  Uiverton,  Utah,  to 
South  Carolina  Conference. 

Joseph  Mills,  Washington,  I'tali,  to 
Middle  ■^I'ennessee  Confereiiie. 

Nicholas  L.  Richards,  Mendoii,  I'tah, 
to  Chattanooga  Conference. 

James  W.  Imlay,  Panguitch,  Utah,  to 
North  Alabama  Conference. 

(ieorge  H.  Clark,  Freedom,  Wyoming, 
to  North  Alabama  Conference. 

Christopher  L.  Uidiiig.  Panguitch, 
Utah,  to     Virginia  Conference. 

Lot  Kobiuson,  .\merican  Fork,  Utah,  to 
Virginia  Conference. 

Transfers. 

R.  L.  IIouIz,  from  North  Carolina  to 
.South  Alabama  Conference. 

C.  R.  Humpherys.  from  office  to  South 
Carolina  (""onference. 


THE  DEAD. 


On  the  llith  iust.  our  beloved  sister. 
Mary  M.  Dees,  was  summoned  from  this 
life  by  our  Heavenly  Father.  She  was 
burn  Feb.  'Jlst,  1847,  and  was  baiitized 
March  11,  1890,  by  Elder  O.  S.  Staples, 
and  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  by  El- 
der D.  Dudley  Jones.  Sister  Dees  was 
born  in  Mississippi,  emigrating  to  Ari- 
zona, where  she  was  residing  at  the  time 
of  her  death.  She  leaves  a  husband,  five 
children  and  a  ho.st  of  friends  to  mourn 
her  lo.ss.  While  in  Mississippi  her  home 
was  an  abiding  place  for  the  Elders,  and 
they  were  always  welcome  to  the  very  best 
in  store.  We  sympathize  with  Brother 
Dees  and  family,  and  pray  the  Lord  to 
bless,  comfort  and  cheer  them  in  their 
time  of  sorrow. 


